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P. S. Since theſe Papers were finiſhed, I have 
read with great Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
2 Book of the Reverend Dr. Edmund 
Laws; intitled, Confider ations on tbe The- 
ory of Religion. As it came into my Hands 
too late, to make a proper Uſe of in this 
Eſſay; I can only recommend it to the 
Peruſal of ſuch, as ſnall deſire a complete 
Knowledge of this Subject. He will there 
find many of the Facts and Principles, 
which are here briefly conſidered, more 
fully eſtabliſhed ; and the whole Subject 
of the diuine Oeconomy, in regard to the 
ſeveral Revelations given to Mankind, 
treated with great Learning and Judg- 
ment. : 
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To the REYEREND | 


Dr. FOHN HOADL 7, 


Chancellor of the Dioceſe of 
77 . 


Rev.. SIR, 


HE A probation, 
with which this Diſ. 
courſe was received 
=P by Yourſelf, and the 
Clergy at your Viſitation ; z and 
your joint Requeſt to ſee it in 
Print ; at the fame Time en- 
CoUraged me to publiſh i it, and 
directed 


vi DEDICATION. 


directed me to put it into Vour 
Protection 3 and under Vour 
Name and Patronage to be- 
ſpeak the Candour of the Pub- 
. in its — 


For Now Faſinck of - Acceſs 
and obliging Treatment of All 
the Clergy under your Juriſ- 
diction; Vour benevolent and 
indefatigable Induſtry i in alle- 
vating the Afflitions and 
Miſeries of your Fellow. Ciea- 


buen; and that Sinqerie 2 
Openneſs of 'Fermper, wi 
which You: treat Marikind ; 3 


have deſervedly gained You 
the Love and Eſtsem of All; 
who are acquainted with You, 


T or Your Character. 


And 


DEDICATION. vii 
And it is with the greateſt 

Pleaſure, that I take this Op- 
portunity of declaring in a pub- 
lic Manner the fincere Reſpect 
and Eſteem I have always had 
for You ; as well as of acknow- 
ledging the great Obligations 
I am under, for the many Fa- 
vours I have received from 
You ; and in a particular man- 
ner for that Friendſhip to- 
wards Me, which You have 
upon all Occaſions been ready 
to expreſs, both by Your Words 
and Actions. I am, 


Reverend SIR, 
Your moſt obliged, and 
Moft obedient humble Servant; 


Henry TayLoR, 


o 
. 


— — 


On the Braury of the Diving 
Ozconouy, G c. 


of Man, and compare him with 


Superiority over them to conſiſt 
in Wiſdom : that is to fay, in 
the Power of directing his Actions, by a 
conſiſtent and proper Rule and Method, to 
a deſirable End in view. 
The Actions of Brutes are detached and 


unconnected ; but thoſe of Men are depen- 
dent on one another, regulated by ſome 


Plan, and conducted to particular Ends and 
Purpoſes. And the moſt, deſirable End that 
we can poſſibly propoſe, next to our own 
Happineſs, is the Happineſs of our Fellow- 
Creatures. 5 

B | Nature 


inferior Creatures; we find his 


— ͤ——— — 


e 

Nature itſelf aſſures us of this; both from 
our conſtant Experience, that no one bene- 
volent Action can be performed without an 
immediate Pleaſure and Reward in the Ap- 
probation of our own Minds ; and alſo from 
that Reſpect and Deference, which we ne- 
ceſſarily pay to the Character of every Perſon, 
whois thus employed. 1 

Let us conſider that Groupe of Bene- 
factors to Mankind, whom Virgil has intro- 


duced to our View, as enjoying the Reward 
of their Virtue in the Elyfan Fields. 


Warriors, who greatly for their Country 
bled; =, 1 
Prieſts, whoſe chaſte Lives by ſtricteſt 
Rules were led; | 
Bards, whoſe pure Lore th' inſpiring God 
exprels'd ; 

Sages, who Life with new Inventions 
gracd ; : 

All Friends to Man by virtuous Deeds 
approv'd, | 

By grateful Man remember'd and be- 
lov'd. (1) 1 


(1) Hic manus ob Patriam pugnando vulnera paſſi, 
Quique Sacerdotes caſti dum Vita manebat, 
Quique pii Vates & Phœbo digna locuti, 

Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per Artes, 
Quique ſai memores alios fecere merendo. 


VIRC. Ain. Lib. VI. 660. 
No 


1 
No one will heſitate a moment, whether 
he ſhould allow theſe Worthies the particu- 
lar Honour and Diſtinction, which the Poet 
has allotted them: No one, but will im- 
mediately agree to this plain Truth; that 
ſuch, as are moſt ready to promote the Hap- 
pineſs of others, are moſt worthy of it them- 
ſelves. The Poet therefore copied - after 
Nature, and gives us the general Opinion of 
Mankind; for the Nature of Man is pre- 
ciſely the ſame, in every Age and Country. 
If we conſult the Heathen Phzloſephers, 
we ſhall find the ſame Notions. Cicero in- 
troduces his Opinion (which was the com- 
mon Tenet of the Stoics,) with as much ſo- 
lemnity as Virgil; though he does not 
chooſe to give it us in his own name, be- 
cauſe it was contrary to the Principles of an 
Academic to aſſert any thing with that Con- 
fidence, which he might be allowed to uſe 
under a feigned Character. He ſpeaks in 
the perſon of the younger Scipio, recounting 
to his friends an extraordinary Dream of his; 
when he made his firſt Campaign in Africa, 
and was entertained by Maſiniſſa King of Nu- 
midia: In this Dream, his Grandfather Afri- 
canus ſeemed to ſtand before him; and hav- 
ing firſt encouraged him to lay aſide his fear, 
(for he ſaw him ſtruck with terror at the 
fight of him; ;) admoniſhes him to obſerve 
B 2 his 


[4] 


his Words, and fix them in his Memory: 
And that I may provoke and fire you, 
« ſays he, with the greater Ardour to pur- 
tc ſue the Good of the Community; know 
« and be aſſured; that all ſuch as Fave pre- 
. ſerved, defended, or benefited their Coun- 
te try, have a determined Place of Reward 
« appointed for them in Heaven ; where 
they ſhall enjoy a Life of eternal Happi- 
c neſs. For there is nothing upon the 
« Earth more acceptable to the ſupreme 
« God who governs this World, than ſuch 
* Societies of Men, as are aſſociated by Laws, 
ce and form States and Governments ; the 
* Rulers and Preſervers of which came from 
“ Hence, (i. e. from Heaven;) and ſhall re- 
« turn Hither again. 
Here we ſee the Philoſopher entirely 
agrees with the Poet; that Almighty God 
will reward with eternal Happineſs in a 
future State ſuch, as have made it the great 
End of their Lives to be of Uſe and Ser- 
vice to Mankind; and to promote the Hap- 
pineſs of their Fellow-Creatures. And we 
cannot help obſerving ; that this ſame Prin- 
ciple is laid down by our bleſſed Saviour, as 
the very Mark and Criterion of a Chriſtian : 
* A nete Commandment I give unto you, 
cet hat ye love one another; as I have loved 
* You, that ye alſo love one another. By 


« this 


1 


6 this ſhall all Men know, that ye are my 
ks Diſciples ; if ye have Love one towards 
« another.” (1) 

If we conſider farther, what that Philo- 
ſopher has advanced with regard to the Na- 
ture and Effects of Wiſdom ; we ſhall ſee 
Reaſon to conclude, that the ſupreme Being 
himſelf, in his Government over the World, 
purſues the ſame Deſign, to which he di- 
rects the Actions of Mankind; that his 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs are em- 
ployed to promote the Happineſs of his 
Creatures; and, (to uſe the Words of So- 
crates in Plato's Apology,) c That the Af- 
ce fairs of a good Man will never be neg- 
ce lected by God; whether he be alive or 
« dead. 1 

He tells us, there is nothing more di? 1 
© vine than Reaſon ; which in its Perfection | 
« is Wiſdom.—This is common to God and 
e Man, and is a Law to every - reaſonable 
« Being ; God and Man being therefore 

Partakers of the ſame Law, are to be con- 
© fidered as of one and the ſame Commu- 
«© nity : So that the whole World is but one 
« extenſive Society, common to God and 
« Man.” (2) 

Cicero here uſes the very ſame kind of 
Language and Sentiment, that the Apoſtle 


(_ x 4 John xii. 3, (2) Cic, de Leg, 4 
= = nn | 


(6) 


of the Gentiles does ; when he tells us, that 
« our Citizenſhip is in Heaven; (1) and 
and that we are © Fellow-Citizens with the 
&« Saints, and of the Houſehold of God.” (2) 
And we can ſcarce avoid ſtopping here one. 
moment, to reflect; that the Improvement 
of Morality among the Heathens prepared 
the wiſeſt and beſt of them, to liſten to 
ſuch Language; and readily to imbibe the 
Purity and Sublimity of the Chriſtian Doc- 
trines. 

Now if this be really the true State of 
Things that Wiſdom is the Characteriſtic 
of a rational Being ; and that this Wiſdom 
directs us to act, by a conſiſtent and proper 
Rule and Method, to a defirable End; — 
and that the moſt deſirable End we can aim 
at is the Happineſs of our Fellow-Creatures : 
If it be alſo true that Reaſon, which in its 
Perfection is Wiſdom, is a Law to every 
reaſonable Being ; and therefore common to 
God and Man: we may conclude with 
Certainty, that the Government of God 
himſelf, (che ſupreme Lord of the Univerſe, 
who has no private Views, being eternally 
happy in himſelf ;) is directed to the ſame 
End ; and tends to the Happineſs of all vir- 
tuous Beings : and that in a much higher 


( 1 ) Phil. iii. 20. (2) Eph, ii. 19. 
| Degree, 


EFF 


Degree, than Mankind are capable of pro- 
moting the Happineſs of one another. For 
it is impoſſible to conceive any Thing to be 
the proper Subject of Praiſe and Admiration 
in the Nature of Man, much leſs to be the 
higheſt Perfection he is capable of; which 
does not exiſt infinitely perfect in God. This 
then appears to be the End, for which God 
has created all rational Beings ; and to the 
Accompliſhment of which his Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs are directed, in the 
Government of them. 

And becauſe not only Reaſon, but even 
natural Aﬀection, recommends this End to 
Man ; as the moſt defirable and praiſe-wor- 
thy : The Scripture alſo, in condeſcenſion 
to our Capacity, repreſents Almighty God 
as affected towards his Creatures in the ſame 
Manner ; and declares, that his Benevolence 
and Love to them ſurpaſs even the tendereſt 
of all human Aﬀections. Thus the Pro- 
phet 1/azab ; © Sing, O Heavens; and be joy- 
te ful, O Earth; and break forth into ſing- 
“ ing, O Mountains; for the Lord hath 
* comforted his People, and will have Merc 
© upon his afflicted. But Zion faid, the 
Lord hath forſaken me; and my Lord 
“ hath forgotten me. Can a Woman for- 


ce get her ſucking Child; that ſhe ſhould 


8 have 


3 
« have Compaſſion on the Fruit of her 
« Womb ? yea, They may forget; yet will 
<« 1] not forget thee . (Ii) 

But by what conſiſtent Rule and Method 
of Providence this moſt deſirable End is to 
be accompliſhed, is a Queſtion of great Diffi- 
culty. Of this we may be certain; that a 
rational Being can never be made happy, un- 
leſs he be firſt made virtuous ; the Appro- 
bation of his own Mind being abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, even to his Eaſe and Satisfaction. 
And this Conſideration alone will prove it 
impoſſible to accompliſh the End propoſed 
by any Rule, that will appear conſiſtent 
to our partial and. imperfe& Views. For 
among Beings, who are changeable and in- 
conſtant, the very Conſiſtency of the Deſign 
to reform and amend them, the very Re- 
wards and Puniſhments which are neceſſary 
to that Purpoſe, will create the Appearance 
of Irregularity and Variation; for the ſame 
Reaſon the Origin of Evil, the unequal Di- 
ſtribution of Things in this World, the Riſe 
and Fall of Nations, and other Difficulties, 

appear to our imperfect Views unaccountable 
and inconſiſtent; merely becauſe we are igno- 
rant of the whole Plan of the divine Goyern- 


(1) Ifai. xlix. 14, 15. 


ment, 


[9] 
ment, and how theſe ſeveral Parts are con- 
nected with the general chene. 

The irregular Appearance of things is 
therefore no objection to the actual Exiſ- 
tence of ſome regular predeſtined Deſign of 
Providence, to bring about the ultimate 
Happineſs of all good Men; which is now 
coming on, as it has been from the begin- 
ning, and will be to the end of Time. 

But, before we procede to inveſtigate this 
Truth by Facts, and trace out the Beauty 
of the divine Oeconomy through the ſeveral 
Ages of the World; it will be neceſſary to 
ſhew, that this ſame Deſign, which we have 
already proved by reaſoning from Analogy, 
is confirmed to us by Scripture; for, what- 
ever Probability may ariſe from the former 
method of arguing; yet, as the Government 
of the World depends entirely upon the 
Will of God himfelf; the ſafeſt and ſhorteſt 
Way of coming at the Truth, is to have re- 
courſe to His Declarations. 

Now the Scriptures inform us; that the 
great End, Completion, and Conſummation 
of the Deſigns of Providence, with regard 
to the Affairs of Mankind; to which, as to 
their Maturity and Perfection, all things 
tend; the chief Point in View, for the Ac- 
compliſhment of which ſo many Generations 
live and die, and ſo many Nations are raiſed 

| C up 


[10] 

up and overthrown ; and in Relation, Con- 
nection, and Subſervience to which, innu- 
merable Events have been ordained; was the 
exalting the Messi An with the right Hand of 
God, to be a Prince and a Saviour: (1) and 
the erecting and eſtabliſhing His Kingdom, 
and bringing all good and virtuous Men to 
everlaſting Happineſs in one glorious Society 
under Chriſt their Lord and King. For this 
World was made by Him, and for Him (2) ; 
and He was verily ordained, before the Foun- 
dation of it (3). This, the Apoſtle tells us, 
was © the My/tery, which hath been hid 

« from Ages and Generations ; but is now 
< made manifeſt to the Saints (4): This, 
« the Myſtery of the Will of God, which 
c He hath purpoſed in Himſelf ; that, ac- 
« cording to (5) the Diſpenſation of the 
“ Fulneſs of Times (6), he might gather. 


(1) Acts v. 31—Phil. ii. 39,——(2) Col. i. 16.— 
Rom. xi. 36 —Heb. ii. 10.—Eph. ili. g.---Heb. i. 2.— 
(3) i. Pet. i. 20.— Rom. xvi. 25.—Eph. i. 4, 9.— 
Tit. i. 2, &c. (4) Col. i. 26. ä 

(5) Eis ou but the King's MS. reads ala. 
Hammond. | | + | 
(66) Mar. i. 15,—Gal. iv. 4. The Time of the Chri- 

ſtian Diſpenſation is called ia Næü , & io Ng, 
laſt Times, i Pet. i. 20. ime of Reformation, 
def done. Heb. ix. 9, 10, — Times of Refreſhing, 


eve viru;. Acts iii. 19. — Time of Reſtitution of all 
Things, are ο,Silon. Acts iii. 21, And the 


End of it is called ourowua te vg, Dan, ix. 27. The 
Canſummation. | ie 


ce together 


9 

ee together in one all things in Chriſt ; both 
« which are in Heaven, and which are in 
« Earth; even in Him, in whom we alſo 
« have obtained an Inheritance.” (1) 

But it may be proper more fully to ex- 
plain this Point from Propheſy and Hiſtory. 
« ſaw in the Night Viſion, ſays the Pro- 
« phet Daniel; and behold, one like the 
« Son of Man came with the Clouds of 
“ Heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought him near before him; 
« and there was given him Dominion, and 
« Glory, and a Kingdom; that all People, 
Nations, and Languages ſhould ſerve him: 
« his Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, 
«© which ſhall not paſs away; and his King- 

« dom ſhall not be deſtroyed.” — (2) And 
again, after ſpeaking of the four great Mo- 
narchies, he adds; © And in the Days of 
„ theſe Kings ſhall the God of Heaven ſet 
ce up a Kingdom, which ſhall never be de- 
ce ſtroyed; and the Kingdom ſhall not be 
< left to other People; but it ſhall break in 
te Pieces, and conſume all theſe Kingdoms; 
e and it ſhall ſtand for ever (3).” And, ac- 
cording to theſe Propheſies, we find in the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, that this 
Kingdom is already erected ; that Jeſus 


(i) Eph. i. 10.— (z) Dan, vii, 13.——(3) Dan. 
"> is ' Chriſt 


11. 44. 
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Chriſt isappointed the Heir of all Things (1), 
both Lord and Chriſt (2), the Lord both of 

the Dead and Living (3); that God hath 
given him a Kingdom (4), appointed him a 
Prince and a Saviour, and put all Things 
into his Hands (5); to give eternal Life (6), 
to execute Judgment (7), and to reign till 
he hath put all Things under his Feet (8). 
And, agreably hereto, through the whole 
_ Preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the 
great Article which was inſiſted upon in 
Chriſtianity, as diſtinguiſhed from Natural 
Religion, was the Doctrine of a particular 
Kingdom, under Chriſt our Lord and Ning. 
As ſoon as Jeſus had called his Diſciples ; 
the Evangeliſts inform us, that he went 
e about all Ga/zhe ; teaching and preaching 
« the Goſpel of the Kingdom. And or- 
dered his Diſciples to preach, ſaying, © the 
% Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (9) This 
was the Subject which he ſpake of for the 
forty Days before his Aſcenſion (10). This 
was the Purport of St. Paul's Diſcourſe, 
when in Epheſus for the Space of three 
months, he diſputed and perſuaded 'the 


(1) Heb. i. 2.—(2) Acts. ii. 36,—(3) Rom. xiv. 9. 
| (4) Luke xxii. 28, 29, 30.— Matt. xv. 2.——Matt. 
XXVII. 11.— (5j) Joh. xiii. 3, —— Matt. xxviii. 18. 
Eph. i. mm Joh. x. 28.—Rom. vi. 2, 3.--i Joh. i. 
25.--- (7) Joh. v. 22, 27.—- (8) i Cor. xv. 25.--- (9) 
Matt. iv. 23.---Luk. viii. 1, (10) Acts i. 3. 


Things 


131 


Things concerning the K7mgdomof God (1). 


And in this he includes the Whole of his 

Doctrine; © and now, fays he, I know; that 
ye all, among whom I have gone preach- 
te ing the Kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my face 
« no more. (2) This was the Doctrine, 
which he taught, as the very Characteriſtic 


of a Chriſtian, when he came to Rome; 


« for when the Jews defired to know what 
He thought; for that they knew, the ſect 
« of Chriſtians was every where ſpoken 


« againſt; they appointed a day to hear 


« him : and when they came to his lodg- 
ing, he expounded and teſtified the King- 
* dom of God: (3) perſuading them con- 
cerning Jeſus, from morning to evening. 


And afterwards, when he left the Jews and 


turned to the Gentiles ; © he dwelt two years 
c in his own hired houſe, and received all 
« that came in unto him ; preaching the 


© Kingdom of God, and teaching thoſe 


« things which concerned the Lord Jeſus 
* 

e ol this Kingdom appearing thus 
from Scripture to be the great Deſign, to 
which all things are tending from the be- 
ginnipg to the end; when every thing that 


(1) Acts xix. 8.--(2) Acts xx. 25.--(3) Acts xxviii. 
23.--- (4) Acts xxviii. 30. 


oppoſes 
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oppoſes it ſhall be brought into Subjection 
to it, (1) and every Thing in it ſhall be re- 
duced to Order and Rectitude (2), and the 
Kingdom itſelf ſhall be delivered up to God, 
even the Father ; Let us now go on to trace 
out the Beauty of the divine Oeconomy in 

Relation to it: and conſider, 

Firſt, The State of Mankind in general; 

Secondly, The Connections and Conſe. 
quences, in the Scheme of our Redempti- 
on ; and, | ; 

Thirdly, The moſt remarkable Occur- 
rences, through the different Ages of the 
World. | 2 

Firſt, Let us conſider the State of Man in 
_— 5 LE 

It is not in many inſtances, that we are 
able to ſee, how the Beginning of things 
is render'd complete and perfect by the 
Event : but the general State of Man is re- 
veled to us from the Beginning to the End ; 
and will therefore diſcover to us the Beauty 
of Providence, through the ſeveral Periods 
Eo y 
— Almighty God, when He created Man, 
encompaſſed him with Bleſſings of every 
kind that he could wiſh for ; and made his 


(1) i Cor. xv. 24, &c. 
(2) Heb. ix. 9, IO. HN Kage opt. 


Gratitude 


[15] 
Gratitude and Love the fundamental Prin- 
ciples of his Obedience ; and promiſed to 
Adam, that, as long as he ſhould continue 
innocent, ſo long his Happineſs and Life 
ſhould be ſecure under the divine Protection; 
but, if by Sin he ſhould forfeit the divine 
Favour, he ſhould die (1): as all others 
have ſince done. — Here we ſee the Beauty 
of the divine Oeconomy 3; in joining toge- 
ther Innocence and Life. For what is more 
reaſonable than this; that whoever does not 


forfeit Benefits by his bad Conduct, ſhall 


continue to enjoy them ? or what can be 
more deſerving of Life, than Innocence? or 
more agreable tg the Will of God, when he 
formed Mankind for a State of mutual In- 
tercourſe and Happineſs ?—Whatever is vi- 
cious, is deſtructive to the well-being of 
God's Creatures ; and deſerves to be itſelf 
deſtroyed : becauſe it contradicts the End 


(1) The Caſe of Simeon, till he ſhould ſee the Lord's 
Chriſt ; Luk. ii 6. and of Heze#:4h, for fifteen Years 
2Kings xx. 6. was the ſame as Adam's, during his In- 


nocence. From the Time they were promiſed Life, 


the one for fifteen Years, and the other till he ſhould 
ſee the Chriſt, they could not die; becauſe they were 
under the peculiar Care of Providence. No more 
could Adam, till he ſinned, For the Threat, Gen. 
ii. 17. F thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dis; 
includes the Promiſe of Lite, ſo long as he ſhould 
forbear eating it. | | 


and 
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and Deſign, of God in creating. But there 
can no, Reaſon. be given for the Deſtruction 
of any thing that is vir/uous.; while there 
is room for it in the Univerſe, So naturally 
does Vice tend to its own Deſtruction ; and 
Virtue to Immortality (1).—But when Adam 
fell from Innocence, and Sin was introduced; 
the State of Things was ſo. altered, as to 
render the Introduction of Death no leſs 
beautiful, in its proper Time; than the Pro- 
miſe of Life itſelf was, when firſt vouchſafed 
as the Reward and Guard of Innocence. 
While Innocence was preſerved, there was 
no Uſe of Death: but as ſoon as this World 
was to be divided indifferently between the 
good and bad; there was no;Hing in Nature, 
till the Fear of Death was introduced, that 
could be capable of curbing the unruly Paſ- 
ſions of bad Men: Nothing, but Death itſelf, 
that could finiſh the Oppreſſions of the pow- 
erful Tyrant ; and preſerve the World from 
Miſery and Confuſion.— See then, and con- 
template, how beautifully God has conſti- 
tuted Things for general Happineſs and Or- 
der: Oppreſſion begets Reſentment; and 
Reſentment deſtroys the Oppreſſor. It is 
this, that awes the Tyrant; and checks the 
Villany of private Men. And in ſhort, the 


(i) Wild. i. 13. For Righteouſneſs is immortal. 
| Number 
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Number of the Virtuous is ſo ſmall ; that, 


unleſs the Fear of Death were their Secu- 
rity, even in the very Hearts of their Ene- 
mies; they could never live in Peace and 
Safety: but Luxury and Rapine, Luſt and 


Cruelty would reign unrivalled and unmo- | 


leſted. Death prevents theſe Evils ; fo far 
at leſt as to preſerve a general Order and 
Happineſs: Death then is not an Evil, but 
2 Good ; — good, in its proper Time and 
Seaſon, like all other Bleſſings. When we 
conſider it therefore as a Penalty upon the 
firſt Tranſgreſſion, let us conſider it alſo in 
this true and grateful Light; that God 
would not have ſuffered it, had it not been 
_ neceffary for our Happineſs. But when Man 
altered the Nature of his own State, by in- 
troducing Sin (1); then Death became ne- 
eeſſary: that Sin might be reſtrained, and not 
become immortal; and Order and Happineſs 
might be preſerved; though in the preſence 
of Sin itſelf; the moſt natural and implaca- 


ble Enemy to both. And let us alſo remem- 


ber ; that, at the laſt event of things, when 


the time of our Probation ſhall be ended, 


and the good and bad ſhall be divided into 


ſeparate States; then ſhall Life be again re- 


(1) Fir God made not Death; but ungodly Men 
with their Words and Werks called it unto them. Wiſd. 


I. 13; 16. 
e D ſtored 
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| ſtored to Righteouſneſs : and what is virtu- 


ons ſhall commence immortal.—Thus are 


Life and Death, the greateſt Oppoſites in 


Nature, wiſely adapted to the different Pe- 
riods of Man's Exiſtence ; according to his 
different Circumſtances : and the Beauty of 
the divine Oeconomy 1s herein conſpicuous ; 
becauſe we have the general Deſign of God 
reveled to us from the Beginning ro the 


End. 


In like manner if we confider, in the ſe- 
cond place, the Connections and Conſe- 
quences in the Scheme of our Redemption 


by Jeſus Chriſt ; or, in other Words, if we 


examine, how this great Deſign, of reward- _ 


ing Virtue with Immortality, is to be finally 
accompliſhed ; we ſhall ſee {till more plainly, 


| How beautifully the ſeveral Succeſſions of 


Life, Death, and Immortality, are intro- 
duced ; and connected with the grand De- 
ſign of eſtabliſhing the Glory and Kingdom 
of the MrssrAn and the Happineſs of his 
ſincere and faithful Subjects. 

If we were only to have in view the par- 
ticular Age, in which our bleſſed Saviour 
came into the world; when perfect Inno- 
cence and the moſt conſummate Virtue ſuf- 
fered in the cauſe of Righteouſneſs and 
Truth; we ſhould fee no Beauty, nor even 
glimpſe of Rectitude, in ſuch a ſeemingly 
| irregular 
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regular and inconſiſtent Scheme: But when 
we extend our view, backward and forward ; 

when we find, that Mankind was created 
« by Chriſt, and for him;” (1) that he 
ſuffered to this End, „that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and living; (2)” 
when we ſee him, who was“ a little while( 3) 
“ lower than the Angels, for the ſuffering 
of death crowned with Glory and Hc- 
« nour ; (4) — when we read, that it ” be- 
* came Him, for whom are all Things, and 
« by whom are all Things, in bringing 
* many Sons unto Glory, to make the Cap- 
« tain of their Salvation perfect through Suf- 
« ferings ; and being made perfect, to be- 
« come the Author of Salvation'to all them 
« that obey him; (5) —that, for the Joy 
« that was ſet before him, He endured the 
„ Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is fat 
te down at the right Hand of the Throne of 
« God; (6) — that, becauſe he humbled 
« himſelf, and became obedient to Death, 
« even the Death of the Croſs, therefore 
God hath highly exalted him; and given 
«* him a Name, which is above every 
0 Name; - that at the (7) Name of Jesus 


(1 ) Eph. iii. 9-—Col. 1. 16. 1, Rom. xiv. 9. 5 


(3) Heb. 11. 7» 9. Bpuyu Ti.- -(4) Heb. 11. 9. 
(5) Heb. 11. 10. v. 9---- (6) Heb. xii. 2. 


| (7) In the Name— & orouaels. | 
D 2 « ever 
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te every knee ſhould bow, of things in Hea- 
„ven, and things in the Earth, and things 
* under the Earth; and that every Tongue 
* ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord; 
© to the Glory of God the Father.” (1)— 
When we find all theſe Connections and 
Conſequences ; and the everlaſting King- 
dom, propheſied-of by Daniel, thus gained 
by his Obedience; we then deſcry the 
Beauty of the divine Oeconomy through the 
whole Scheme of his Debaſement, Trial, 
and Reward ; we experience the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God clearing itſelf, in a plain and 
intelligible manner, from the moſt intricate 
and unaccountable Appearances of ſuffering 
Excellence, and ſucceſsful Malice; and ſee 
in our Redeemer an Inſtance of ' abſolute 
Dependence and Faith in God's Righteouſ- 
neſs, and of a perſevering Obedience under 
amazing Difficulties ; and the Infirmity of 
human Nature raiſed and rewarded by God, 
in his own determinate time, in a State of 
the higheſt Glory. We ſee, that God the 
Father, who © created us by Jeſus Chriſt ;” 
( 3) and did determine, © from before the 
World began,” (3) to bring all good Men 
to Happineſs by his Adminiſtration ; did re- 


A 


(1) Phil, ii. 8.---(2) Col. i. 16,---(3) 2 Tim. „ Os + 
Rom. xvi. 25. Eph. iii. 9, 11. Tit, i. 2. i Pet. i. 20. 


Rev. Xill, 8, Xxvii. 8. | 
= | ward 
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ward the Merit of his Obedience, agreabl 
to this deſign, by giving him power to raile 
and judge the dead. And thus Our Life and 
Happineſs are connected with His Power 
Og 2 - fo that, as members of that 
body, of which He is the head, all his 
obedient Servants will partake of His inhe- 
ritance (1) and reward; © That, becauſe 
« He lives, We ſhall live alſo.” (2) Here 
again we ſee the Beauty of the divine Oe- 
conomy, by the help of Hiſtory and Pro- 
pheſy ; which acquaint us with the general 
Defign of Providence, from the Beginning 
to the End; and without which this great 
and glorious Scheme would continue the 
ſame unintelligible myſtery, that it was be- 
fore the Chriſtian Revelation. 

Let us now, in the bird place, take a 
View of the moſt remarkable Occurrences in 
Hiſtory ; - and trace-out the Beauty of the 
divine Oeconomy through the ſeveral Ages 
of the World, 

The moſt material obſtacle neceſſary ta 
be guarded againſt for many ages, in order 
to eſtabliſh the Kingdom of the Mess1an, 
was Idolatry ; If the World had been 2 
tally corrupted in this reſpect, there would 
have been no Propheſies of him preſerved, 


(1) Eph. i. 11. Col. iii. 24. i Pet. i. 4. (2) Joh. 
xiv. 19. 5 


ne 
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no Expectation of him, and no hiſtorical 
Evidence of God's Government and Super- 
intendence over the affairs of Men. This 
therefore was the chief point, in which the 


Providence of God ſtrove with the Perverſe- 


neſs of Men, for many generations; and in 
this view it is, that we ſee the Beauty of the 
divine Oeconomy through the whole Hiſtory 
of the Jewiſh Nation ; which was choſen 
from among the reſt of Mankind, in order 
to preſerve and propagate the worſhip of the 
true God ; and convey it through the ſeveral 
ages and nations of the World. Ard there- 
fore, to carry-on, the preſent inquiry, we 
need only look into Their Hiſtory ; and ob- 
ferve their Connections with other Nations, 
and the Uſes they have been made to ſerve, 
both in proſperity and adverſity; from the 
days of Abraham till their Diſperſion. 
Abraham ſeems to have been an Idolater ; 
as his Fathers were before him (1): and 
was called by God, out of the midſt of 
an idolatrous nation, to the knowledge of 
the Truth, and into a country, where it 
was profeſſed ; that God might raiſe- up in 
His Family a peculiar People, who might be 
ſtandipg witneſſes of his Propheties, and the 


(1) Joſ. xxiv. 23. Rom. iv. 3, 4, 5. St. Paul means 
Abraham by ao:3ns ſee Taylor on the Romans, p. 2. 
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Hiſtory of his Providence. For this Nation 
was not ſelected, and raiſed-up, on their 
gun account; becauſe God had a peculiar 
regard to Them : (1) (for God regards no 
man any otherwiſe, than according to his 
moral Character;) but he choſe them for the 
general ſervice and benefit of Mankind; (2) 
to which purpoſe he always employed them 
among the moſt conſpicuous Parts of the 
World, and intermixed them among the 
moſt powerful Nations ; where, by the Re- 
ligion which they taught, and the Miracles 
which they performed, they ſerved as a con- 
tinual Check upon Idolatry. . 
Melchizedek was, in the days of Abraham, 
King of Jeruſalem, and Prieſt of the moſt 
high God; Ab:melek was King of Gerar, 
in the South Part of Canaan ; Pharaoh was 
King of Egypt ; and all theſe were worſhip- 
pers of the true God; (3) but, while the 
Iſraelites were in flavery, both Egypt and 
Canaan were corrupted with Idolatry. 
For a check to jthis growing evil, God 
raiſed-up Je ph; and ſent him before his 
Bretkren, © to preſerve them a poſterity in 


(1) Deut. ix. 4, 5. (2) Gen. xii. 3. Exod. vii. 
5. ix. 16. xv. 14. Deut. iv. 6. i Sam. xvii. 46. 
i Kings viii. 41. Pſalms Ixviii. 12, 3. Jer. xxxiii. 
9. Hol. ii. 23. Zeph. iii. 20. (3) Gen. xii. xiv. xx. 


«the 


| 
| 
| 


in 
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# the earth, and to fave their lives by a great 


4 deliverance (1). For though they thought 


% Evil againſt him, yet God meant it unto 
« Good ; to bring to paſs to ſave much Peo- 
de ple alive. (2) The particular Incidents 

his Hiftorz, though well worthy of our 
admiration, on account of the many extra- 
ordinary interpoſitions of Providence; are of 


too private a Nature, to be here enlarged up- 


on. But about CCL years after his deſcent 
into Egypt, the ſmall Family, which he had 


preſerved from famine, was now increaſed 


into a formidable Nation; and Egypt was at 
that time the Capital of Arts and Sciences; 


and it was here that God firſt made uſe of 
the Poſterity of Abraham, under Moſes, to 
withſtand the progreſs of Idolatry againſt the 
Magicians and their Idol Deities : © And in- 
e deed for this very cauſe, faith the Lord to 
«© Pharach, have I raiſed thee up; to ſhow 
« in thee my Power; and that my Name 
* may be declared throughout all the 


0 Earth.” (3) But when the many Miracles 


which were wrought among them, were 


obſtinately reſiſted; the beauty of the di- 


vine Oeconomy appeared no leſs in their Pu- 


niſhment, than it had before done in thoſe 


repeted Miracles which had been performed 


in order to reform them. 


11) Gen. xlv. 5; 7. (2) Gen. I. (3) Exod. ix. 16, 
| As 
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As ſoon as the Tjraelites were delivered 
from Slavery, by a mighty hand and 
« ſtretched out arm, and with great Terri- 
6 blenels, and with ſigns and with, won 
« ders ;” they were conducted into the Wil- 
derneſs, bordering on Canaan : where the 
ſeven Nations, after the Death of Melchize- 
dek, had left the worſhip of the true God ; as 
the Egyptians had alſo done; and were re- 
volted to the Gods of the Nations. When 
Pharach and his army periſhed in the Sea, 
* they heard it, and were afraid. Sorrow 
« took hold of the inhabitants of Palæſtina; 
„the dukes of Edom were amazed; the 
« mighty men of Moab, trembling took hold 
« of them; all the inhabitants of Canaan 
© melted away 5 Fear and Dread fell upon 
* them (i).“ Thus were they introduced to 
the obſervation of the Canaanztes ; and 
during the XL years that they continued in 
the Wilderneſs, it was well known to all 
the bordering Nations; ; that an army of fix 
hundred thouſand men, beſides women and 
children, (2) were ſuſtained by the God of 
Heaven, in a barren Country; where there 
was neither meat nor drink for their ſubſi- 
ſtence: But the Lord Jenovan fed them 
with meat from Heaven; and gave them 
water from a Rock of Stone. 

(1) Ex. xv. 14. (2) Ex. xii. 379. xxxviii. 26. 
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Here it was that God firſt erected thig 
Family into a Kingdom, and was himſelf 
their King, and governed them by temporal 
Laws, which were therefore guarded by 
temporal Sanctions. The End of their Se- 
paration from the Gentiles was only for a 
Time; and the Sanctions to ſecure this Sepa- 
ration were therefore of the ſame nature, 
The Laws regarded the government of a 
particular Nation; and the Sanctions were 
therefore particular. Everlaſting Life was 
not to be appropriated to a particular people; 
and was not therefore made the Sanction of 
thoſe Laws: But the Reward of an ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, to be beſtowed on all 
Beings who ſhould practiſe it; without re- 
gard to particular Nations or Worlds. And 
in the mean time the temporal Sanctions 
did by no means ſuperſede the Sanctions of 
the Laws of Righteouſneſs, written in the 
Hearts of all reaſonable Creatures. 

And as ſoon as the Generation, which had 
corrupted itſelf with the Idols of Egypt, was 
deceaſed; and a new one was riſen- up, which 
had been always ſupported by the immediate 
Hand of God; he led them againſt the Ido- 
latrous Canaanites : and gave them poſſeſſion 
of the Countries, which he had promiſed to 
Avraham CCCC years before. And God com- 
manded them, ſaving ; * Thou ſhall drive 
** out all the inhabitants of the Land before 

e 
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Thee, and deſtroy all their pictures, and 


t© all their molten images, and groves; and 


« pluck down their high places. — Thou 


te ſhalt worſhip no other God; for the 
& Lord, whoſe name is JEHovan, is a jea- 
« lous God. Thou ſhalt not bow down to 


their Gods, nor ſerve them, nor do after 
be their works; but thou ſhalt utterly over- 


« throw them, and quite break down their 
« jmages (1).“ | 

The Nature of theſe Commands ſhews 
plainly ; that the Uſe God then made of the 
Iſraelites was, to chaſtiſe the Idolatry of 
Canaan: ; and to make known His power 
and ſupremacy over all the Earth ; as he be- 
fore declared it to be the defign of his mi- 
racles in Egypt. (2) And the Deſtruction 
of theſe Nations was more particularly ſe- 
vere 3 becauſe their Idolatry was of the groſ- 
ſeſt Nature : for they offered up their Ene- 
mies in Sacrifice, and even their own Sons 
and Daughters unto Molech. The antient 


Idolatry of the Egyptians (which they re- 


ceived from AÆthiopia) was the deifying their 
Kings; but they were not guilty of human 
Sacrifice (3): This was the particular Abo- 
mination of the Canaanites (who were driven 


(1) Numb. xxxiii. 52. Exod. xxiii. 24, 33. xxiv. 
13. (2) Exod. ix. 16. (3) Newton's Chron. 202, 
2c0; | | 
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I] 
into Egypt by Joſbua many ages after), and 
of their Colonies : and, according to the 
fame ſuperſtition, we read, that the Cartha. 
ginians, who were derived from Canaan, 


when they were at war with the Sicilian, 
in order to appeaſe their Gods, did at one 
time ſacrifice two hundred children of the 


beſt houſes in Carthage ; and three hundred 
of the Citizens, under a ſenſe of their guilt, 
(in having ſaved their own Children, and 
ſubſtituted thoſe of Slaves, or Strangers, in 
their ſtead, in their cuſtomary Sacrifices to 


Saturn; devoted themſelves to the Altar(1). 


And now the God of Abraham, having 
performed his promiſe, in giving to his 
Poſterity the land of Canaan ; continued to 
make his Name and Worſhip farther known, 
by the great Conqueſts under their Kings: 
ſo that, in the Days of Solomon, they were as 
conſpicuous and powerful a Nation, as any 
in the World; which plainly appears by 


their Fleets, their Temple, and their Sacri- 


fices (2). And the Knowledge of the ſu- 


(1) This happened, when Agathocles was going to 
beſiege Carihage, Diod, Lib. 1. See Rollin's ancient 
Hiſt. Vol. 1. p. 120. 

(2) It appears alſo from Solomon's Alliances : for 
one of his Wives was daughter of Hiram King of 
Tyre.---| Univerſal Hiſt. Vol. 1. 413, &c.] And ano- 
ther of his Wives was daughterof the King of Z:y7t ; 
and ſcems to have been Siſter of the great Se/2/ris, the 
Son of Jupiter Ammon, i Kings iii. 1, Newton's Chron. 
114. 97. | | | 
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preme God was at the ſame time extended 
by their Prophets through all the neigh- 
bouring Nations. We have a remarkable 
inſtance of this, in the preaching of Jonab 


at Nineveh; which was a large City, of above 


ſixty thouſand Inhabitants ; and he declared, 
that in forty days it ſhould be deſtroyed : 
But they repented of their Iniquities, and 
proclaimed a public Faſt through the whole 


City; (for the King of Nineveh was not yet 


Kingof A/ſyria.) © And God ſaw their works, 


e that they turned from their evil way; and 
God repented of the Evil, that he had ſaid 


« he would dounto them; and he did itnot.” 


(1) But, notwithſtanding the extraordinary 


aſſiſtence which the Fews received from the 
inſtruction of their Prophets, and the Au- 
thority of their miracles, demanding the 

reateſt attention and regard ; it 1s amazing, 
how ſoon and how conſtantly their Worſhip 


was polluted by Idolatry. Solomon himſelf 


built high places for the worſhip of Chemofh 


and Molech (2) ; and from the beginning of 


the two Kingdoms to the end, there was 
not one of the Kings of T/rae/, who did not 


encourage the Abominations in Dan and 


(1) Jon, ii,—Kings v. 18. and the propheſies re- 
lating to Mria, Media, Perſia, Moab, Egypt, Edom, 
Tyre, Babylon, &C. | 5 

(2) i Kings xi. 6, 7. ii Kings xxl. 5, 8, 13, 19. 
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Bethel ; and the high places (1) were never 
taken- away in FJeruſalem, except in the 
reigns of Hezekiah, Manaſſeb, and Jgſiab; 


and ſome by Jehoſaphat (a). 


At length, when it appeared that the 
means, which God had uſed to reform them, 
proved ineffectual ; and their Proſperity be- 
came an encouragement to their Idolatry : 
He ſtirred- up againſt them © the Spirit of 
& Pul (3) and his poſterity, to be the rod 
e of his anger, and the ftaff of his Indig- 
© nation; and he ſent them againſt his Peo- 


ple, to tread them down as the mire ;” 


and Samaria was carried Captive by Efarha- 
don, King of Afſyria ; and Jeruſalem, in 
CXXX years after 3 by Ne uchadnex zar; 


EKing of Babylon. Thus the choſen People 


of God were juſtly puniſhed, in like manner 
as the Egyptians and Canaanites had been; 


e becauſe they tranſgreſſed againſt the God 


* of their Fathers; and went a whoring 
c after the Gods of their people of the Land; 
* whom God had deſtroyed before them.” 


(1) Altars, with little Houſes, for eating the Sa- 
crifices. Newton's Chro. 220. 

(2) ii. Chron. xvii. 6, 7. = Kings xxii. 4, 3.—ii 
WEL” . 4 i 

'F is was the beginning of the 4/yrian Monar- 
4 Newton's Chron. 268, 270, 85, King- 
dom was of ſmall Extent. | 
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And here we find; that the Jews were ob- 


liged to carry- on, in a ſtate of Servitude at 


Babylon, the ſame Deſign of Providence; 
which, in their Proſperity and Affluence at 
Jeruſalem, they had deſerted. For here their 
Laws and Religion and Hiſtory became a 
ublic ſpectacle to the Lords of the whole 
Earth. And, in order to comfort the Jews 
in their affliction, (for Almighty God would 
not entirely caſt them off ;) and at the ſame 
time to extend the Glory of God through 
that vaſt Monarchy, it is remarkable ; that 
much clearer Revelations were then given to 
Daniel, relating to the divine Oeconomy, 
and particularly to the Kingdom of the 
MxsslAnH; than were ever vouchſafed to the 
Prophets at Jeru/alem, in the days of their 

glory and grandeur. | 
I have already quoted the words of Da- 


niel (1) ;+to ſhew, that the great Deſign of 


Providence was to erect and eſtabliſh the 
Kingdom of the Mess1au: The Hiſtory 
of the times in which he lived, will diſcover 
to us ; that he himſelf was a chief Inſtru- 
ment in the hand of God to promote it. 

The firſt of Daniel's Propheſies was mi- 
raculouſſy introduced, by the Interpretation 
of Nebuchadnezzar's Dream; and the Power 


(1) p. 10. 
of 


e — 


1 


of the Lord IEHOVvAH was afterwards ſo 
fully manifeſted, in the Preſervation of Sha. 


drach, Meſbach and Abednego ; when the 
King himſelf, with his Governers, and 
Captains, had ſeen theſe men, together 
with the Angel of God, walking unhurt 
in the midſt of the Fire; that they were 
throughly convinced, neither Bel, nor 
Nebo, nor all the Gods of the Nations, 
were able to perform ſuch wonders. Then 
was the Glory of God ſpread through all 
the Babyloman Provinces, by this remar- 
kable Decree ; That © every people, nation, 
« and language, which ſpeak any thing 
«* amils againſt the God of Shadrach, Me- 
„% fach, and Abednego, ſhall be cut in pie- 
ces; and their houſes ſhall be made a 
% dunghill : becauſe there is no God, that 
can deliver after this ſort (1).” 

And afterwards, when Nebuchadnezzar 
was recovered from his ſeven years Madneſs, 
which Daniel had foretold ; and was re- 
eſtabliſhed in his Kingdom He publiſhed 


a ſecond Decree ; To all People, Nations, 


* and Languages, which dwell in all the 
« Earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I 


* thought it good to ſhew the ſigns and 
** wonders, that the high God hath wrought 


(1) Dan. iii. 29. 
« toward 
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* toward me. How great ate his Sighs ! 
% how mighty are his Wonders! His King- 
* dom is an everlaſting Kingdom; and his 
% Dominion from generation to genera- 
« tion (1).” And in theſe words he ex- 
preſſes his grateful Senſe of the Deliverance 
vouchſafed him, and the Adoration which 
was due to the King of Heaven. And at 
« the end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lift 
« up mine Eyes unto Heaven, and mine 
* underftanding returned unto me; and I 
e bleſſed the moſt High, and I praiſed and 
« honoured him that liveth for ever; whoſe 
„ Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, 
e and his Kingdom is from generation to 
e generation (2)”, Thus the Knowledge 
of the ſupreme God, and the Hiſtory of 
his Providence, and the Propkefies of the 
Mtss1An's Kingdom, were ſpread abroad, 
by means of the Jeus, voy all the pro- 
vinces of Babylon; and in their ſtate of Sla- 
very they advanced the great deſigns of Pro- 
vidence, beyond what they had ever done in 
their greateſt Proſperity. 

Under the ſecond Monarchy of the Medo- 
Perfians, Daniel continued in ſuch Repu- 
tation, and high Honour ; that when, by 
the Envy of the Prefidents and Princes, he 


(1) Dan. iv. 1, 2, 3.---(2) Dan. iv. 34. 
F | Was 
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was caſt into the den of Lions, Darius (1) 
laboured from , the going down of the 


Sun to deliver him; and doubted not, but 
the God, whom he ſerved continually, would 


preſerve him. The Power of the God of 
Damel was therefore already well known to 
Darius; and his Worſhip was to be extend- 
ed, in this ſecond period of Daniel's pro- 


pheſy, through all the Medo-Perſian Em- 


pire. For no ſooner did Darius find, that 


Daniel was indeed preſerved ; but he ſent 


forth this public Decree «© To all Peo- 
ple, Nations, and Languages, that dwell 
e in all the Earth; Peace be multiplied un- 
* to you. I make a Decree, that in every 
% Dominion of my Kingdom, Men trem- 
« ble and fear before the God of Daniel; 
*« for He is the living God, ſtedfaſt for 
ever; and His Kingdom that which ſhall 
not be deſtroyed, and His Dominion ſhall 
be even unto the end (2)“. 


In theſe Words, and in the former Decrees | 


of Nebuchadnezzar, we plainly fee a Refe- 
rence to Daniels D 


(1) The Darics, a gold Coin before Darius Hy/taſ- 
pis the Perſian, prove that there was ſuch a King as 
Darius the Mede; though profane Hiſtory knows no- 
thing of him. He was fon of Cyaxares, and grandſon 


to Aſtyages, and of the ſame age with Cyrus. Newton's 
Chron. 311. Dan. ix. 1. | 


2 5 Monar- 


of the four great 


& 
Monarchies ; and the eſtabliſhing the King- 
dom of the Mess1an, which was to laſt 
for i ey | 
In about two years after the Conqueſt of 
Babylon, it became ſubject to Cyrus: who. 
had been General to Darius; and having a 
great Army under his Command, revolted 
from him, and conquered him. J1/azah pro- 
pheſied of Cyrus, by Name, above a hun- 
dred years before his Birth; and foretold 
his Greatneſs: Thus faith the Lord to his 
« anointed, to Cyrus; whoſe right hand I 
% have holden to ſubdue Nations before 
* him: and 1 will looſe the loins of Kings, 
* to open before him the two-leaved gates; 
« and the gates ſhall not be ſhut. I will 
* go before thee, and make the crooked 
« places ſtraight. I will break in pieces 
the gates of braſs, and cut in ſunder the 
« bars of iron. And I will give thee the 
© treaſures of darkneſs, and hidden riches 
of ſecret places; that thou mayeſt know, 
« that I the Lord, which call thee by thy 
“ name, am the God of T/rae!. For Jacob 
* my ſervant's fake, and 1/rael mine elect, 
« I have even called thee by thy name; I 
* have ſurnamed thee, though thou haſt 
« not known me. I am the Lord, and 


(1) Dan. vii. 13. 
„ « there 
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de there is none elſe ; there is no God be- 
0 ſides me. I girded thee, though thou haſt 
« not known me. That they may know, 
te from the riſing of the Sun, and from the 
ec Weſt, that there is none beſides me. I 
* am the Lord, and there is none elſe (1). 
And again; © He is My ſhepherd, and ſhall 
ce perform all my pleaſure ; even ſaying to 
* Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt be built; and to 
te the Temple, thy foundation ſhall be 
% laid (2). I have raiſed him up in righ- 
* teouſneſs ; and will direct all his Ways: 
e He ſhall build my City, and ſhall let go 


* my Captives, not for price nor reward, 
* faith the Lord of Hoſts (3).” 


It was next to an impoſſibility, that )- 


rus ſhould be unacquainted with theſe and 
the reſt of the Jeiſh propheſies, which fo 
nearly concerned himſelf and his own Fa- 
mily, [ Nebuchadnezzar and Cyaxares ; his 
Uncles ; and Darius, who was his firſt Cou- 
fin, and probably his Brother-in-law z] and 


reJated to the extraordigary Changes, which | 


were made in the neighbouring Nations of 
the Medes, Babylonians, and Perſians, by the 
deſtruction of Nineveb, and the taking of 
Babylon; both which were accompliſhed 
within the Memory of many people: for there 

6. . Xliv. 28. 

8 L 2 4. 85 6. (2) If. xliv. 28 
Were 
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were only ſcventy-two years between them 
and moſt of that time was remarkable for 
the propheſies of Daniel: ſeveral of which 
had been fuifilled, and gained him much ho- 
nour, The interpretation of Nebuchadneg- 
zar's dreams, and foretelling his ſeven years 
madneſs, and reſtoration to his kingdom 
had brought Daniel into great favour with 
that Monarch, through his whole reign ; 
who had publiſhed two Decrees, already 
mentioned, to all Nations, People, and 
Languages, relating to thoſe propheſies ; 
which Cyrus could not be ignorant of : He 
was then in the Prime of his life ; being 
but thirty-eight years of age, when his Un- 
cle died. And afterwards, when Daniel 
interpreted the hand-writing upon the wall 
at Bel/hazzar's Feaſt, (the very night in 
which Cyrus took the City) becauſe an ex- 
cellent Spirit was in him, he was raiſed to 
high Dignity ; and continued to enjoy it in 
the reign of Cyrus (1). Beſides, it is highly 
abſurd to imagine, that the Prophet Daniel 
could ever think of conceling from Him 
thoſe propheſtes ; which God had particu- 
larly directed to Cyrus himſelf by Name; 
and which contained in them a Command 


from Him to build his Temple, and reſtore his 


(1) Dan. v. 


people. 
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People. It was a Commiſſion from God to 
Cyrus, depoſited in the Hands of the Jews ; 
which it was Their duty to deliver to Him, 
And as God had provided, that Cyrus ſhould 
conquer Babylon; and be in a Capacity 
of obeying his Commands: ſo we may 
obſerve alſo, by the accompliſhment of 
Daniels propheſies, and the high Character 
in which he appeared; that God had fur- 
niſhed him with proper Credentials to ſatisfy 
the mind of Cyrus, that the propheſies he 
ſhewed him came from God : And, accord- 
ingly, Cyrus plainly refers to the propheſies 
of T/aiab ; in the Proclamation which he 

publiſhed throughout his Kingdom —— 
The Lord God of Heaven faith he, 
* hath given Me all the Kingdoms of the 
* Earth; and He hath charged Me to build 
* him a Houſe at Jeruſalem, which is in 
4 = who is there among you of all 
1s people? his God be with him; and 
let him go up to Jeruſalem, which is in 
* ; and build the Houſe of the Lord 
** God of [/rael, (He is the God) which is 
nin Jeruſalem (1). To this purpoſe he or- 
dered, that the Jews ſhould be aſſiſted in 
their return with Silver, and Gold, and 
Goods, - and Beaſts ; and commanded, that 


(1) Ezra 1, 2, 3, &c. 


the 
1 
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the Houſe of the Lord ſhould be built at the 
expenſe of the King's Houle (1); and all 
the Veſſels of the Houſe of the Lord, which 
| Nebuchadnezzar had put into the Houſe of 
his Gods, and which Bel/hazzar had pro- 
faned at his Feaſt (2), ſhould be reſtored (3). 
However, the Enemies of the Jews found 
means to prevent the building of the Tem- 
ple from being completed, till the ſecond 
year of Darius Hyjtaſpis ; who, upon exa- 
mining into the Records of the Kingdom 
found the Decree of Cyrus; © and immedi- 
« ately ordered, that the work ſhould go on; 
* and that Money ſhould be allowed out of 
the King's Tribute, for that purpoſe ; and 
« that Beaſts, and Sacrifices, and other Ne- 
« ceflaries ſhould be allotted to the Jews 
© day by day; according to the appoint- 
% ment of the Prieſts at Jeruſalem: That 
* they may offer Sacrifices of ſweet favours 
* unto the God of Heaven; and pray for 
the life of the King, and of his Sons. Alſo 
« 1] have made a Decree ; that whoſoever 
« ſhall. alter this word, let timber be pul- 
* led down from his houſe, and being ſet 
up, let him be hanged therean ; and let 
his houſe be made a dunghill for this. And 
the God, that hath cauſed his name to 


(1) Ez. Vi. 4. (2) Dan. v. 3. (3) Ez. vi. 5 | 
« dwell 
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* dwell there, deſtroy all Kings and People, 
that ſhall put-to their hand to alter, and 
te to deſtroy this houſe of God which is at 
«© Feruſalem: I Darius have made a De- 
* cree; let it be done with ſpeed (1)”. 

Here we ſee, that when the Jews were 
incapable of carrying-on the great defigns of 
Providence by their own Authority and 
Power; Gad raiſed- up Children unto Abra- 
bam, (if 1 may ſo expreſs myſelf,) from 
among the Heathens; proclaming the 
Name of God through all the Nations of 
the World ; rebuilding their City, and Tem- 
ple, and reinſtating them in their own Land, 


ready to be again made uſe of for the ſer- 


vice of Mankind in a ſtate of Proſperity. 
The 7Jews, being once more ſettled at Je- 

ruſalem, were very near a total Maſſacre 

through all the other Parts of the Perſian 


Empire, by a public Edict in the Reign of 


Abaſuerus : But, by the management of 
Eber and* Mordecai, this miſchief was turn- 
ed againſt their Enemies ; Letters being ſent 
in favour of the Jews through the whole 
Empire, (which conſiſted at that time of a 
hundred and twenty-ſeven Provinces) per- 
mitting them to ſtand upon their defenſe ; 
and they prevailed againſt their Enemies, 


(1) Ez. q, 10, II, 12. 
and 


[41] 
and with the aſſiſtence of the King's Offi- 
cers, flew above ſeventy five thouſand men: 
« And in every province, and in every city, 
« whitherſoever the King's commandment 
te and his decree came, the Jews had joy, 
e and gladneſs, and feaſt, and a good day : 
« and many of the people of the land be- 
« came Jews ; for the fear of the Jews fell 
e upon them (1).” — Thus the Jewiſh Na- 
tion was again favoured by the Genzzles ; 
and the Knowledge of the ſupreme Gop 
ſpread from India to Ethiopia. 

And if Abaſuerus was the ſame King with 
Xerxes, (as is the Opinion of Scaliger (2) 
and Sir Jſaac Neuton;) there is no wonder, 
that he ſnewed ſo much indulgence to the 
Jeuiſb Religion (2). For Xerxes was the 
ſon of Darius Hyſtaſpis; whoſe Decree to 
build the Temple has been juſt mentioned. 
This Darius, Elmacinus ſaith, reformed 
« the Religion of the Per/ians ; which before 
« ws divided into many Sects: and Aga- 
e thias, that he introduced the Religion of 
« the Magi; changing their ancient ſacred 
© Rites, and bringing-in ſeveral opinions“. 
But it may be more proper to ſay, with Sir 


(1) Eſther viii. 17. (2) de Emend. lib. vi. New- 
-_ Chron. 363, &c. (3) Joſeph. Ant. Lib. ix. 
chap. 5. = 5 . 
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Iſaac Neuton; that © he ſeems to have re- 
* formed the Conſtitution of the Magi, 
« making his Father Hyſlaſpes their Maſter 
& or Archimagus (1).” For Cambyſes, the 
Son of Cyrus, by the ſmall regard he paid 
to the Heathen Gods and Temples, appears 
to have been of that Religion. He pillaged 
and burned all the Temples of Thebes (2), or 
No- Ammon, in Ethiopia, and flew the God 


Apis in Egypt; deriding the Prieſts for their 
Worſhip, and ordering them to be puniſhed, 


and the Worſhippers of it to be flain (3), 
Beſides, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the Reli- 
gion of the Magi began at that time in Per- 


fa; becauſe the Smerdis, whom Darius 


flew and ſucceded, was himſelf a Magian; 
and the day in which he was flain was an 
anniverſary day among the Perſians, which 
they called the Slaughter of the Magi. But, 
to return from this Digreſſion; the Religion 
of the Magi, which was taken partly from 
the Chaldzans, and partly from the Brach- 
mans; (who are ſaid to be the defcendents 


of Abraham by Keturah) conſiſted in the 


worſhip of the One God, without Images : 
and had fo great a Reſemblance to the Reli- 


gion of the Jews, that it was imagined by 


(1) Newton's Chron. 347. 8, 9. (2) Diod. Sic, 
Lib. 1. (3) Herod. Lib. 2. N 


ſome, 
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ſome, the Jeus were derived from that Sect. 
(1)and Xerxes propagated through the whole 
empire with great zeal the Religion, which 
his Father had introduced into it. | 

This Obfervation, of the great Agreement 
between the Magi and the Jews in the chief 
Article of divine Worſhip (2), explains a very 
extraordinary Action of his; of the fame 
Nature with thoſe already mentioned of 
Cambyſes : (which, in an Heathen Monarch, 
muſt appear incredible: ) and that is, the De- 
ſtruction of all the Temples, dedicated 
to the Heathen Gods, in Afia Minor, 
Greece, Babylon, and elſewhere through his 
whole Expedition; and makes it very pro- 
bable, that the Magi did believe and pre- 
ſerve the propheſies. of Daniel; who was 
Archimagus, or Maſter of the Magi, in the 
days of Nebuchadnezzar (4): and thereby 
accounts-for the coming of the Magi, from 
the Eaſt, with preſents, to Jeruſalem, at the 
Expiration of the ſeventy weeks; ſaying, 
« Where is He, that is born King of the Jews? 
e for we have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, and 
are come to worſhip him(s5) :” And alſo 
for that od and conſtantly received Opinion, 
laid to be contained in the ancient ſacerdo- 


( 1) Diog. Laert. in Procem.—— (2) Hide Rel. Vet. 


** Ch. 31,—Prid. Con. under 479. Cic. de Legg. 
ib. 2. 


(4) Dan. v. 11.—(5) Matt. ii. 2. 
2 tal 
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tal books, mentioned by. Suetonius, (1) Ta- 
citus (2) and Joſephus (3); which prevailed 
over all the Eaſt, at the time of our Saviour's 
Birth; that, about that Time, ſomebody 
from Judæa ſhould obtain the Dominion 
over all. For it was entirely agreable to the 
character of the Magi, who pretended to 
propheſy, and a particular intimacy with the 
ſupreme Being 4); to lay hold of the op- 
portunity of gaining a Reputation, by eſpou- 
ſing Daniel's propheſies; and preſerving ſuch 
extraordinary marks of the divine Favour 
towards the Head of their own Set. 
During this Monarchy of the Perſians, the 
Knowledge of the One God was ſo tho- 
roughly diſperſed through the world ; as to 
want no farther propheſy, nor miracle to 
that purpoſe. The greateſt Man the Hea- 
thens ever knew fell a Martyr to it at Athens; 
and the Subjects of Morality were never bet- 
ter treated of, from that time even to the 
preſent age ; than by Socrates, Plato, and 
_Arijtotle. The Tranſlation of the Penta- 
teuch into the Greek Language, which was 
made ſoon after ; and the Intercourſe, which 
the Jeus had with other Nations; were ſuffi- 
cient natural means of propagating this 


(1) Veſp. C. iv. (2) An. lib. ii. 21. (3) Lib. ii. ch. 31. 
(4) Diog. Laert. in Procem. ar 9 phavlixyy xa H 
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Doctrine among the Heathens.: and in the 


mean time, the daily reading their own in- 
ſpired books in their-Synagogues, which was 


begun after their return from Babylon ; and 


the ſurfeit of. Idolatry, which they had taken 
in their Captivity ; precluded the neceſſity of 
any farther divine interpoſition among the 
Jews : till a new Truth ſhould be preached 
that JEsus was the CHRIST. 
We are now advanced as far as the Mo- 
narchy of the Greeks, The Perſian Man- 
ners, which appear in ſo advantageous a 
light in the days of Cyrus (1); were greatly 
corrupted under its later Kings: and the 
City of Babylon ſo given up to debauchery ; 
that Alexander, by quartering his Army 
there but one month, had rendered it unfit: 
to purſue his Victories; had he not been ſu 
plied by freſh recruits from Greece (2). The 
Battle of Arbela made him Maſter of all the 
Perſian Dominions; and transferred the 
Kingdom to the Greeks, as Daniel had fore- 
told (3). EEE 
7 During 


(1) Xenophon. (2) Curt, Lib. v. c. 
(3) The Dream of Alexander at Dio in Macedonia, 
and the Viſion of Taddua at Feruſalum, together with 
their Conference, told by Jaſephus, Lib. xi. ch. 8. 
and quoted by Prideaux under the year 331, ſeems to 
be a fiction. That 7o/ephus's ſtory is falſe, fee Pri- 
deaux as above: and that Prideaux's Account is alſo 
falſe, 
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During this period, the Jews were as 
conſpicuous as ever, under their high prieſts, 
princes, and kings ; being involved in the 
midſt of that ſcene of war and confuſion, 


- which laſted ſo many years between Alex- 


ander's Captains, and their Succeſſors, through 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa. 
It was in the reign of Simon, the Father 


of Jobn Hyrcanus, that „the Romans wrote 


<« in their behalf to the Kings of Egypt, 
« Pergamus, Cappadocia, Syria, Parthia, 
« and all the Cities and States of Greece, 
cc leſſer A/ia, and the Ifles in alliance with 
« them; to let them know, that the Fews 


« were Their Friends; and that they ſnould 


“ not therefore attempt any thing to their 
«© Damage”. And we find them at this 


time not only very formidable at Jeruſalem ; 


but alſo * diſperſed in powerful Colonies 
te through the World. One hundred thou? 


« ſand at one time, and great numbers af- 


te terwards, peopled Alexandria. Their 
« numbers were no leſs in Lybia, and Cy- 


% rene, Seleucus had ſent Colonies of them, 


* to people thirty-four Cities in Syria; and in 


falſe, ſee the Works of J/alter Meyle, Eſq; Vol. 2. 


p. 26. particularly his Quotation from the Alexandrian 
Chronicle, that Faddua was dead ſome Years before 
Darius Codomannus. Sce alſo Netuuton's Chron. p. 357. 


& Antioch 
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« Antioch they were almoſt as numerous, as 
« at Alexandria. Beyond the Eupbrates, 
« they had been ſettled ever ſince the A- 
« rian, and Babyloniſh Captivities ; and were 
„greatly multiplied. Nor were they want- 
ing in polite Literature; for there were 
« innumerable Schools erected under the 
Maccabees (1) :” And, in ſhort, every 
thing was now preparing and ripening; which 
was neceſſary to make this Nation, and the 
affairs of it, particularly taken notice of by 
ſo great, and polite a people, as the Romans 
were in the days of Auguſius. So that 
whatſoever happened at Teruſalem, was as 
well known; as if it had happened at Rome 
itſelf. | 

The fourth and laſt Monarchy was now 
_ riſing. The Grecian States were ſubdued 
intirely in Perſeus, the laſt King of Mace- 
dan; and the Roman Name arrived at its 
utmoſt glory. Ceſar, Pompey, and Craſſus 
divided the World between them; to each 
of whom, and to their armies (which re- 


| ceived recruits from all the nations of the 


world) the Peculiarity of the 7euiſb wor- 
ſhip was well known. Pompey had taken 
Feruſalem ; Craſſus had plundered the Tem- 
ple; and Ceſar had received ſuch aſſiſtence 


(1) Prid. Conn. 
from 
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from the Jews, in his Alexandrian wars; 
that he became a great Friend to them, and 
got them many Privileges 

In the ſecond Triumvirate, the Fews were 
particularly taken notice of, and favoured, 
Antony introduced them to the Senate ; where 
every thing they deſired was granted them: 
they were permitted to uſe their ceremonies, 
and the rites of their country ; and to make 
ſacrifices, as their laws required. Lentulus 
alſo made a decree in their favour ; that 
all ſuch as uſed the Jeriſb ceremonies at 
Epheſus, ſhould be exempt from warfare ; 
by reaſon of their Religion (1). And Au- 
guſtus not only permitted them to enjoy their 
Religion; but eſtabliſhed Funds, (as Darius 
Hyſtaſpis had done before) that they might 
offer a Bull and two Lambs in the Temple 
every day, for Him and his Family (2). 

Thus we ſee, that the Jews were always 
employed by Gop, from the Beginning of 
that People, in the moſt conſpicuous parts 
of the world, and intermixed amongſt the 
moſt powerful Nations ; where, by the Re- 
ligion which they profeſſed, and the Mira- 
cles they performed, they ſerved as a conti- 
nual check upon Idolatry; and in the mean 


(1) Joſephus. (2) Philo Judæus, quoted by Da- 
cer, on Hor. Lib, i. Sat. is, 


time, 
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time, the Gentikes themſelves protected them 
in their religious worſhip of One Gop, though 
contrary to their own practice; and there- 
by promoted the great deſign of Providence, 
in preparing the world for the reception of 
the Mess1An. | e 

Such was the Credit the Jews then had 
with the Governers of the world; and ſuch *' 
their power and numbers ; when at the 
time appointed God Almighty erected the 
Mxss1an's Kingdom. It was in a time of 
profound Peace, when men were at leiſure 
to conſider and examine things thoroughly; 
when the Heathens had carried Moral phi- 

loſophy to a great perfection; when all na- 
tions were ſubdued to the Romans, and the 
Latin and Greek Languages were an univer- 
fal conveyance of knowledge through the 
world; before the Sceptre was departed 
from Judab, and a Lawgiver from between 
his feet (1) ; while the Second Temple was 
ſtanding, to receive a greater Glory than 
the Firſt (2); and while the Monarchy of 
the Romans flouriſhed (4). 

In ſhort, when every thing coincided with 
theTime ſpecified by the Prophets ; and con- 


duced, by the concurrence of innumerable . 


(4) Gen. xlix. 10.— (2) Hag. 1 9.— an. 
u. 44. 


H Circum- 


Fa. 
circumſtances, , to render it the fitteſt time 
we can conceive, for our Saviov to ab. 

ear in, and be univerſally taken notice o 
the Mrssiau, ſo long promiſed and a 
by his own Pcople, was born among them. 
and rejected. He came unto his own; 
« and his own received him not: but as 
5 many as received him, to them gave he 
* power (1) to become the ſons of God; 
even to them, that believe on bis 
Nate [2% © 

The Fate of the Jews, after this Apoſtaſy, 
will giye a great light to the foregoing 

ages; as it finiſhes the whole deſign of 
Providers! ſo far as particularly relates to 
Them ; from the time of their Separation 
from the Gentiles, in the days of Abraham, 
till they be again Joined in the ſame Commu: 
nity : and will ſhew freſh inſtances of the 
Beauty of the divine Oeconomy. 

It was not without great difficulties, and | 
as many letts and interruptions, that the 
Jews hal carried-on the great Scheme and 

iſtory of Providence ſo far as they did; 
though it was for that end they were raiſed 
to be a peculiar People, But when this Truth 
became neceſlary to be preached, that Jesvs 

" 

(1) Joh. i. 11, 12.— (2) Margin, the Right or 

Privilege: ER. 
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peculiarity by thoſe; who believed the Rez 
velation, and undertook that Office; . 
the Gentiles became the Sons of God, as the 

Jeus had been befor! , 5 
In conſequence of this; Jeruſalm was 
given- up to ruin and deſolation, till the 
Time of the Gentiles be fulfilled and the 


144 


35, 
people were diſperſed abroad, 1 from 
the land of Promiſe, and the eſſential part of 
their religious Ceremonies; and became in 
aſtoniſhment, and a proverb, and a by- word 
in all the nations (1); as their own Prophets, 
had foretold. Yet ſtill they continue to 
carry- on the great deſign of Providence, for, 
which they were firſt choſen; in iniaintain- 
ing and propagating through the Countries, 
whither they are diſperſed, the Unity of 
God, and the Hiſtory of his Providence. 

The moſt extraordinary inſtance of the | 
vſe theſe Principles have been of in the 
world, fince the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
appears from the wonderful effect they 
had in converting the Pagans from Ido- 
try ; when the Mahometan Religion role, 
like the ſmoke of a furnace (2); and 


(1) Deut. xxviii 37. (2) Rev. ix. . | 
H 2 © * obſcured 


( 52 ] | 
obſcured the Chriſtian Churches in Aſa. 
The continual diſagreement and diſturbances, 
between the Governers of the Chriſtian 
Churches in Europe, Afia, and Africa ; the 

teſts with Pelagians, Semi-Pelagians (1), 
 Monothelites, Neſtorians, Eutychians, and 
others ; the diviſion between the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern Churches, who mutually ex- 
communicated each other ; the Schiſms in 
the Church of Rome, and its endeavours to 
eſtabliſh a ſpiritual Tyranny over the lives, 
fortunes, and conſciences of mankind ; and 
the horrible perſecutions exerciſed by Chri- 
ſtians upon one another, under the pretenſe 
of Hereſy ; © which contributed very much 
te to people Arabia; and more yet to wea- 
te ken Chriſtianity, and render it odious in 
e the eaſtern Countries (2) ;” gave Mahomet 
an opportunity of becoming the Rod of 
Gop's Indignation againſt the Corruptions of 


Chriſtianity: and of making himſelf great, by 
introducing a new Religion. | 


« The ſcope of His Sermons was to preſs 


te the Belief of the Unity of God, to exhort 
* to the worſhip and adoration of him, to 
“ forſake the worſhip of Idols, and to prac- 


(1) Dupin calls Pelagius an Engliſpman; but ſeems 
miſtaken : he was a Velchman, and his Name was 
Morgan; which is Welch for the Sea, in Greeh Pelagos. 
Colomeſii Kuna Literaria, | | 

(2) Labnitz's Letter. 
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e tife Moral duties and virtues, together 
« with the obſervation of certain Heathen 
« and Jewiſh Rites (1).” And in order to 
bring-in the greater Number of ignorant 
Jews and Chriſtiant, he allowed the divine 
Revelation of the Jews ; and declared, that 
Chriſt was the laſt of the Jew Prophets, 
conceived by the Spiritof Gop, and born of 
a Virgin; and that he worked miracles, 
raiſed the dead, and did other things record- 
ed by the Evangeliſts. Vet notwithſtanding 
theſe apparent Conceſſions in favour of Chri- 
ſtianity and Judaiſm, he had an artful Salvo 
for rejecting whatever he pleaſed, or thought 
unpopular, in either of theſe Religions; for 
he pretended, that both Jews and Chriſtians 
had corrupted their own inſtitutions ; and 
that He was ſent from Gop, -to reform them 
both. Upon this pretended Miſſion, he 
over-ran the neighbouring countries like a 
floud, and almoſt extirpated the Chriſtian 
Religion out of Aa; all thoſe Churches, 
which were once famous and populous Ci- 
ties, being now reduced to loneſome and al- 
moſt defolate Villages ; and the few 1gno- 
rant and ſuperſtitious Chriſtians that dwell 


(2) The particulars relating to Mabomet, &c. are 
taken chiefly from four Treatiſes concerning the Doc+ 


trine of the Mabometans, printed at Londen, 1712 3 
with a letter from Leibnitx. 


in 
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in them, labouring under the ſevere Yoke 
of Turkiſh Government (1). 
Blut let us now conſider, what Benefit has 

ariſen from this Evil. It is certain, that 
te we are obliged to that Sect for the deſtruc- 
te tion of Paganiſm, in many parts of the 
«© world; and That would be one degree to 
© lead people to a more ſublime Religion, 
e that is, Chriſtianity ; if it was preached as 
te jt ought; and if the ill-grounded preju- 
te dices of the Mabometans did not lay a 
« great obſtacle in the way (2).” The fun- 
damental Principles of natural and reveled 
Religion ; that is, the Unity of God, and 
the divine Miſſion of Moſes and of Chriſt; 
thus mixed with Jew!/h and Pagan Cere- 
- monies, did, in a few years, eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves as religious Truths, through all 
the vaſt Country of Arabia ; Which“ is 
* more extenſive than Germany, Italy, 
France, Spain, Great- Britain and Ireland 
* together (3). And three of the moſt 
potent Empires this day on the face of the 
Earth embrace the ſame Faith; thoſe of 
Turky, Perſia, and the Mogul in India. 
Whereas the Chriſtian Religion for theſe 
fifteen hundred years hath ſcarce made any 


progreſs in the world at all ; and till the Man 


T1) Prid. Pref. to Life of Malomet. Pyle on Rev. 
2 Leibnitz. (3) Prideaux, 


of 
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ol Sin be reveled, the Son of Perdition (1); 


the Chri/tian Church has too powerful an 
Enemy withinitſelf, ever to expect it. For 


this hath been the conſtant Rule of Provi- 


dence, both in regard to {Individuals in the 
uſe of Reaſon, and to Nations in the uſe of 
Revelation; that whoſoever hath, to him 
« ſhall be given, and he ſhall have more 
* abundance ; but whoſoever hath not, from 
« him ſhall be taken away, even that he 


„ hath (2).“ Thus the Fews, when they 


made the Calf in Horeb, were given-up to 
worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven (3) ; the Hea- 
thens, when they knew God, but wor- 
ſhipped him not as God, were given-up to 
vile affections (4): and ta the Chrifttans, 
who receive not the Love of the Truth, 


God hath ſent ſtrong Deluſion; that they 


ſhould believe a Lie (5). Almighty God, in 
the Old Teſtament, laments in a very pa- 
thetic manner the obſtinacy of the Jews 
in this reſpect; declaring what good he 
would have done far them, if they would 
have hearkened to his voice (6); and ſo does 
our bleſſed Saviour, in the New (7); but 


(1) Dr. Henry More, and ſeveral other eminent 
Writers prove ; that by this Man of Sin is meaned the 
Pope and Clergy of the Church of Rome. Myſt. of 
Iniq. B. ii. C. 19. ii Theſſ. 3. —(2) Matt. xiii. 12. 
(3) Pf. Ixxxi. 12.—(4) Rom. i.— (5) ii Theſſ. ii. 11. 
0 Pſ. Ixxxi. Deut. v. 29.—(7) La. xiii. 34. 


theſe 
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theſe merciful deſigns were fruſtrated by their 
diſobedience. So that this is not only the 
cafe of Chriſtianity, but of every Revelation 
which God had given to Man: and ſucced- 
ing Generations are amazed at the perverſe. 
nefs of their Forefathers ; though equally 
blind and obſtinate in their own Trials. 


As to the Revelations given to the Hea- 


thens ; they were never eſtabliſned among 
them, as parts of their Religion ; and being 
ſoon neglected, either wore-out by time, or 
were corrupted into idle Fables (1) ; and be- 
came uſeleſs, as to that public benefit, for 
which they were intended. For not one of 


the Kingdoms, mentioned in Scripture as 
having made decrees in honour of the true 


Gon, did, upon that account, forſake the 
worſhip of fal Gods; or change the efta- 
bliſhed Religion of their Country: but con- 


tinued to bow themſelves in the houſe of 


Rimmon; though they addrefled themſelves 
to the true Gop for pardon at the fame time. 
Thoſe, who could ſee the Truth, were obliged 


to concele it; as the Followers of Socrates 


did, after He had loft his Life, by ſpeaking too 


(2) The Story of Afhages dream, in Juſtin ; the 


oracle to Creſus, in Herodotus; and the propheſy of 


Nebuchadnez:2ar of a Perſian Mule, or Perfian Cyrus, 
in Megaſthenes ; may be all accounted-for from the 


propheties of Dania, Jeremiah, and T/aiah, xlv. xlvi. 
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freely: and it was the reigning principle of 
Philoſophers, not to make any alteration in 
the eſtabliſhed Religion (1.) For ſomething 
was wanting, afterwards ſupplied by Chri- 
ſtianity, to perſuade men to venture their 
Lives for the ſake of Truth ; while the Inte- 
reſts of falſe Religions interfered with it, 
and threatened Ruin to ſuch as ſhould dare 
to promote it: and ſince the principles of 
Chriſtianity encouraged men to give-up their 
lives in defenſe of it, the conſequence has 
been as bad as the Heathens could ever fear ; 
even the inhuman Maſſacre of thouſands, and 
ten thouſands. This ſeems to be the rea- 
ſon, that the ſeveral revelations given to the 
Gentiles had ſo ſmall an effe& upon Them, at 
the time of our SAviouk's Advent; when 
we might naturally have expected them, af- 
ter being ſo many times repeted, to have 
been of great uſe in the world. 

But yet we muft not imagine, becauſe 
theſe Truths were not publicly eſtabliſhed, 
that they became entirely uſeleſs ; as if God 
had puniſhed Private men for Public negli- 
gence : for they were no of leſs benefit upon 
that account, to all ſuch as were willing to 
receive them. Many became Tews(2) ; and, 


(1) Clarke's Boyle. Lect. 29. Such alſo was the ad- 
vice of Macenas to Auguſtus, and of Jſacrates to M- 
codes, (2) Eſther viii, 


among 


Less, 1 
among thoſe who did not, the belief of the 
ſupremacy of God, and other Truths, which 
they received from Revelation, ceaſed not 

to operate in a ſilent manner, like leven 
awmong meal, unſeen and unobſerved. The 
Heathens could not avoid inquiring of the 
Jews, through natural Curioſity; Wherefore 
are theſe Rites and Ceremonies ? and every 
anſwer to that queſtion was an inſtruction in 
the knowledge of the true God How filently 
and how effectually the Truth may thus ope- 
rate, we find upon the anſwer of God to the 


Complaint of Elijab. © Lord, they have 


&« killed thy Prophets, and digged-dowa 
©* thine Altars; and I am left alone, and 
e they ſeek My life.” But what ſaith the 
anſwer of Ged unto him? © I have reſerved 
« to myſelf ſeven thouſand men; who have 
“ not bowed the knee to Baal (1).“ lt is 


by this means, that the Heathens, who have 


written fince Chriſtianity, have acquired a 
clearer view of things, than thoſe who wrote 
before. For they willingly received the mo- 
ral Truths of the Goſpel, as if they had 
been the deductions of their own Reaſon ; 
not conſidering their divine Original. In the 


| ſame. manner, the principles of Humanity 
and Toleration operate by degrees among the 


Engiih Papiſts: and the Deiſts have adopted 


(1) Rom. xi. 4. 


many 
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many excellent Notions, unknown to the 
Heathen Philoſophers; and yet have no kind 
of title to better Capacities, or a greater 
love of Truth: And we find univerſally, that 
men naturally partake of the improvements 
of thoſe with whom they converſe ; both in 
their knowledge and practiſe. But, however 
Truth might make its way by this means, and 
be propagated in many particulars by the 
noble principles laid-down in the Heathen 
Moraliſts ; the Supremacy of God was al- 
ways prevented from becoming a doctrine 
of public and univerſal Benefit, by the Dan- 
ger that it would have brought upon the 
Profeſſors of it. | 

Now the ſame Ambition, and worldly 
Intereſt, which prevented theſe Former re- 
relations from being kept-up amongſt man- 
kind, and afterwards propagated the reli- 
gion of Mahomet ; have been the lett and 
hindrance to the Goſpel, The Tyranny 
of Chriſtians in power introduced implicite 
Obedience, and was followed by Ignorance 
and Egyptian Darkneſs, and ended in the 
eſtabliſhment of Idolatry and Perſecution. 

So that the worſhip of Saints or Demons, 
or ſouls of departed Men, in the Chriſtian 
Church, has even now no material diffe- 
rence from the worſhip of Demi-gods in 
the Heathen Temples; nor the holy Bro- 
therhood in an Auto de Fe, from the _ 
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of Saturn offering human ſacrifices in the 
valley of Hinnom (1); and many other 
Doctrines were eſtabliſhed, as parts of the 
Chriſtian Revelation; calculated purely to 
deceive, impoſe-upon, and enflave mankind ; 
and advance the riches, power, and plea. 
ſures of the Chriſtian Prieſthood. And this 
is the State of Chriſtianity, even at this day, 
among our neighbours; and in which it is 
attempted to be propagated by the Popiſh 
Emiſſaries. But, inſtead of reforming Others 
from Idolatry, they want to be reformed 
Themſelves; which at preſent ſeems imprac- 
ticable : For their Doctrines are ſo * 
in Myſtery and Darkneſs; that the Know- 
ledge, which of late years has enlightened the 
Proteſtant Churches, has been of no advan- 
tage to them; but, like the Pillar which con- 
ducted the Iſraelites, leaves Them ſtill in dark- 
neſs (2); and thoſe gorgeous chains of 'In- 
fallibility, and abſolute Authority above all 
that is called God, or is worſhipped; with 
which the Votaries of that Church thought 
fit to adorn it in the wantonneſs of power, to 
dazzle the eyes of mankind with its magni- 
ficence;arenow changed to ponderous ſhackles 
upon every Doctrine they have eſtabliſhed; 
ſo that they are unable to remove them, or 


(7) it Ch. xxvili. 3: ( 2) Rev. 17. 5. 
caſt 


[6] 
caſt them off: and, if the knowledge of the 
Laity advances, muſt infallibly at length 
prove its deſtruction. 

This corruption in the practice and doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity began, in the Apoſtles 
days ; and was the Myſtery of Iniquity (1), 
which put a ſtop to its progreſs. Nor is it 
likely ever to recover its ancient luſtre ;” till 

this Maze be trodden back again, and unra- 
_ velled ; by the introduction of Liberty, Learn- 
ing, and a Love of Truth (2). 

The great and glorious attempt to re- 
move theſe obſtacles ſeems at preſent to be 
the Province and Trial of the Reformed 
Churches ; and particularly, of the Church 
of England— 

« England, bound-in with the trium- 

« phant Sea, (3)" 
ſeems to be the — land choſen by 
Providence to be the Bulwark of the Re- 
formation; a ſafe retreat from the Tyran- 


(1) Theſſ. ii. 7. Dr. Lowth's Viſitation Sermon, 
1758. That deep Syſtem of worldly Policy, founded 
in the corruption and perverſion of all the great prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel ; that myſtery of iniquity, pro- 
perly enough called Popery ; ; but which might more 
properly be called Antichriſtianiſm ; was deviſed, im- 
proved, and brought to perfection 

(2) It is remarkable, in the character Jaſephus gives 
of CHRIST, that he ſays, He was a Teacher of thoſe 
who had a Love to Truth. 

(3) Shakeſpeare. 
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ny of Rome; a land of Learning, and of 
its parent, Liberty ; which God hath guard- 
ed from innumerable dangers for many 
ages; and this very year crowned with a 
courſe of ſuch happy events, as we could 
hardly dare to hope-for. It is the part of 
men, ſoguarded from the Dangers that attend 
the ſearch of truth in} Other countries, fo 
bleſſed with Time and . maand fo a- 
dorned with Learning and the free uſe of 
Scripture, to ſtudy the word of God with 
aſſiduity and faithfulneſs ; not as though we 
were already perfect, but ſearching after 
farther improvement; confeſſingingenuouſly, 
in the true ſpirit of Proteſtantiſm, which 
diſclaims Infallibility; That, if our Church 
ſhould in every doctrine it advances © juſtify 
ce jtſelf; its own mouth would condemn it; 
and, if it ſhould ſay, I am Perfect; it 
* would prove it Perverſe (1).” It is the Bu- 
fineſs of its Members, to bring it to perfection 
by degrees; as they themſelves improve in 
the knowledge of the Goſpel, For the Re- 
ligion of Chri/t:ans, as the Mahometans very 
judiciouſly expret> themſelves, is the Religion 
of a Book ; and by that Book it is tobe under- 
ſtood. We are not to wait-for deciſions of 
Popesand Councils, or to be guided by the opi- 


(1) Job. ix. 20, BY 
| | | n1ons 


4) 
nions of Schoolmen; but merely to take the 
ſenſe of Scripture. And if we preſs on to far- 
ther Knowledge and Improvement, and are 
not grown too wiſe and politic to amend our 
errors as we find them, and to ſeparate the 
Chaff from the Corn: This conduct, carried 
on with purity of heart and manners, and a 
| love and charity to one another, will be the 
moſt rational Thankſgiving to God for his 
mercies; and the moſt likely way, accord- 
ing to all human appearance, of propagating 
the Chriſtian Religion. 
hut we muſt not forget to conſider, on the 
other hand; that the fulneſs of the Gentiles, 
the call of the Jeus; and the whole ſcheme 
of Chriſtianity, in its full perfection, were 
not deſigned to be accompliſhed at our Sa- 
vIoUR's firſt appearance: But, (to uſe the 
words of Sir Iſaac Newton) © as the few and 
© obſcure propheſies, concerning CHRIsT's 
* firſt coming, were for the ſetting- up the 
« Chriſtian Religion; which All nations have 
* fince corrupted ”': (and thereby prevented 
that Progreſs of Chriſtianity, which might 
otherwiſe have been expected :) © So = 
many and clear prophelies, concerning the 
* things to be done at ChRIST's ſecond. 
coming, are not only for predicting, but 
alſo for effecting a Recovery of the long 
* loſt Truth ; and 4 e a Kingdom, 
* wherein 


T0] #1 
et wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs (1).” And 
whatever propheſies were not fulfilled at his 
firſt coming, ſhall be then completed; par- 
ticularly, after the man of Sin be reveled 
whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the 
breath of his mouth, and deſtroy with the 
brightneſs of his coming (2); and this 
hindrance to the Goſpel be removed ; the 
worſhip of One God, and the Kingdom of 
Righteouſneſs, (which hath been withſtood 
in all Nations) and all prior Revelatiohs, 
| ſhall at length be firmly eſtabliſhed by the 
power of God, in the final deſtruction of his 
enemies (3). Then ſhall the world enjoy 
that happy ſtate on earth; which they might 
always have enjoyed, had they lived agrea- 
bly to the laws of God. Mercy and 
« truth ſhall meet together; righteouſneſs 
te and peace ſhall kiſs each other: Truth 
« ſhall ſpring out of the earth, and righ- 
« teouſneſs look down from Heaven (4). 
« The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, 
« and the leopard ſhall lie-down with the 
« kid; and the calf, and the young lion, 
« and the fatling together; and a little child 
« ſhall lead them. And the cow and the 


(1) Newton on the Propheſies, 252, (2) ii Theſſ. 
ii. 6, 8. If. xi. 4. (3) Joel iii. 2. Rev. xiv. 15, 19, 
20. Ezek. xxxvii, xxxviii, xxxix, throughout. — 

(4) Pi. Ixxxv. 10, 11. 
| cc bear 
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te bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie 
© down together, and the fon ſhall eat 
« ſtraw like the ox; and the ſucking child 
« ſhall play on the hole of the aſp; and the 
« weaned child ſhall put his hand on the 
% cockatrice-den; They ſhall not hurt nor 
« deftroy; in all my holy mountain.” And 
the reaſon of this amazing Change in the 
world is explained to us in the following 
words; * for the earth ſhall be full of the 
« knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
« cover te fea'(1}." | 

In the mean time, it does not ſeem im- 
probable; that the great deſigns of Provi- 
dence, to reduce all Nations under CHRIST 
their Lord and King; and thereby rectify 
all the diſorders, that have been introduced 
into the world by Sin; have been going 
forward for many ages: though by me- 
thods, which have appeared to us the moſt 
unlikely. The conſequences, which may fol- 
low the extraordinary progreſs of Moham= 
mediſm, may probably reach much farther 
than merely the deſtruction of Idolatry in 
thoſe extenſive Empires already mentioned; 
and may tend to the building-vup that very 
Religion of Jtsus CHRIST, which the Im- 
poſtor, by the propagation of His doctrines, 


(1) K A. 7, „ © | 
One K WAS 


— = Z 
— — 3 2p — Ae = 
5 4 — 25 — = n —— — — l 
= VERS 7 — * = * — — - 8 
4 5 n * « 75 , 7) —_— 
r ö ö T . 
PIR wp e a - —— * 3 
** Sun 5 _ 
% 260 _ % 
x X — — 2 — — 5 
— a — — 2 - N 0 20 — ear —— . . 
— 0 CIS — ey — 
4 V 
o 


11 


. 
7 1 
© F| 
. ' 
* x : 
1 
1 : 
11 : 
N 
14 | 
n j 
# T7? 
1 
1 425 
177 
4 
j 


[ 66 ] 

was endeavouring to deſtroy.— As to future 
events, which are. unreveled ; they are in 
the hand of God : But this is undoubtedly 
the natural conſequence of Mahometan Prin- 
ciples; the Deference and Reſpect, with 
which Mabomet hath treated the Revelations 
given to Moſes and to CHRIST ;. and the Re- 
verence, with which he ſpeaks of their Per. 
ſons in the Coran as the Prophets of Gop (1); 
will lead his followers, to attend-to what- 
ever Propheſies ſhall be hereafter accom- 
pliſhed, or whatever Miracles ſhall be here- 
after wrought, within their knowledge, in 
favour of theſe Religions. 

There is a circumſtance, in the Military 


law of the Mabometans, agreable to the 


principlesjuſt mentioned; which is very well 
worth our obſervation: and that is, the 
conſtant rule, in all their conqueſts, to pay 
a particular regard to ſuch, as worſhip the 
true Gop according to any Book of reve- 


lation; as the Jews and Chriſtians do: not 


(1) It is remarked, in Mahomet's account of his aſ- 
cenſion into the Seven Heavens, and his meeting with 
Noah, Abraham, Joſeph, Moſes, John the Baptiſt, and 
JEsus CnrsT ; that they All recommend themſelves 
to his Fayers, except the Laſt ; and, when he men- 
tions Him, he ſays ; that he recommended himſelf to 


the Prayers of Jesvs CHRIS TH: whereby he certainly 


acknowledgeth Him to be the greater. (Life of Mabo- 
met) 17 ch. of the Coran. 


forcing 


[ 67 ] : 


fording them from their Religion, but al- 
lowing them Liberty of Conſcience, upon 


the payment of a Tribute; whereas no Others 
are tolerated, but proſecuted with War, till 
they become Mahemetans (1). This Cuſtom 
ſeems to be alluded-to in the ninth Chapter 
of the Revelation; where it is ſaid, © that the 
« Locuſts had power to Torment, but not 
« to Kill; except only thoſe men, who had 
« not the mark of God in their Forebeads:“ 
For theſe Locuſtis are interpreted by the 
Commentators to mean the Mahometans (2). 
Now all theſe Principles of the Mahome- 
tans are plainly introductory to Chriſtianity ; 
and only want an unbiafſed examination, to 
lead them to it. The belief of the Unity 
naturally promotes Virtue among them; 
notwithſtanding their Errors and Abſurdities, 
in other notions and ceremonies. The be- 
lief of a Revelation in general, and the re- 
gard and reverence they pay to CHRisT, 
pave the way for the belief of Chriſtianity 
in particular; when fairly repreſented to 
them, ſtrip'd of all human additions and al- 
terations, and examined with a Love of 
Truth. But, whatever be the real event of 
things, with regard to theſe Empires; we 
1) Reland de Jure militari Abo mmedanorum, p. 


14. See Lowman, as below. | 
2) L-wman on the Revel. ix. 4, 5. 


2 ſee 
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ſee the Beauty of the divine Oeconomy at 
leſt thus far; that ſo many nations are in- 
ſtructed in the Knowledge of the one Gop, 
and the Practiſe of moral Virtues. 

But farther ; as the Doctrine of the Unity 
of Gop, and the Hiſtory of his Providence, 
have been of ſo much uſe, in converting the 
Pagans from Idolatry, in all the Mabometan 
dominions ; the ſame principles may be 
no leſs uſeful, and neceſſary to be propagated, 
among the many other, idolatrous nations; 
through which the Jews are now diſperſed, 
Forit is certain; that the Propheſies, relating 
to the Preſervation and Return of the Fews; 

given at a Time, when All the neighbouring 
nations were threaten'd with Deſtruction ; 
and their continuance, even to this day, in 
a Capacity, nay daily arriving-at a greater ap- 
parent Probability, of returning into their 
own land ; whereas all the nations round 
them are intirely deſtroyed—muſt appear to 
all the barbarous countries of the world, if 
ever they come to be ſo far civilized as to 
conſider ſuch ſubjects; in the ſame light in 
which they now do to Us : that is to fay, a 
continued Miracle, 'and an inconteſtable 
Evidence of the Supremacy of the God of 
Hrael, and of his Government over Man- 
kind ; and muſt open their Eyes to farther 
Improvement. | | * 


But 
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But let us conſider this Falling-off of the 
ws, as it more immediately relates to us 
Cbriſtians; and the Beauty of the divine 


Oeconomy, in reſtoring Them to their an- 


cient ſtate and favour, For, thus faith the 
Lord, by the Prophet Feremiab; © Hear the 
« word of the Lord, O ye Nations; and de- 
« clare it in the Iſles afar off : and fay, He 
e that ſcattereth 1/rael will gather him, and 
keep him; as a Shepherd doth his Flock.” 
(1) Andagain ; * I will -bring again the 
te captivity of my people of Iſrael, and they 
« ſhall build the waſte Cities, and inhabit 
* them; and I will plant them upon their 
e land, and they ſhall no more be pulled 
* out of their land which I have given 
« them; faith the Lord thy God (2). 

It was by Their Unbelief, that We enter- 
ed into their Privileges. The Revelation, 
which was firſt publiſhed to the loſt ſheep 
of the houſe of 1/rael, is, by this means, 
extended to the whole Gentile world, For 


the Lord ſays by the Prophet, ſpeaking to 


the Mess14n : © It is a light thing, that thou 
* ſhouldeſt be my ſervant ; to raiſe- up the 
e tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the pre- 
* ſerved of Mrael: I will alſo give thee for 
* a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 


| (x) Jer. xxxi, 10.— (z) Amos ix. 14, 1 
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« be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
earth (1) :“ And again; And it ſhall 
come to pals, inthe laſt days; that the 
& mountain 'of the Lord's houſe ſhall be 
«/'eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, 
« and ſhall be exalted above the hills; and 
« all nations ſhall flow unto it (2).” And 

Daniel ſays, the kingdom and dominion, 


« and the greatneſs of the kingdom— ſhall 


&« -be given to the people of the Saints of the 
* moſt High; whoſe Kingdom is an ever- 
t laſting kingdom, and all Dominions ſhall 
« ſerve and obey Him— (3) And, the na- 


tion and kingdom, that will not ſerve Thee,” 


ſays the Prophet aiab, ſhall periſh ; yea, 
« thoſe nations ſhall be utterly waſted (4). 

All theſe propheſies remain to be fulfilled ; 
And, when they come to paſs, then ſhall the 
Nation of the Jews be reinſtated in their 
former privileges and favour, For St. Paul 


tells us, that Blindneſs hath happened to 
« T-ael [only] in part; untill the fulneſs of 


et the Gentiles be come-in.” That, © when 
« they ſhall turn unto the Lord, the veil 
c ſhall be taken away from their Hearts.” 
And then, © through the mercy vouchafed 
to the Gentiles, the Jews alſo ſhall obtain 


(a) K r. 6. (a) 16.5. 2. (3) Dan. vii. 27: 
(4) La. lv. 12. * 2 ; 


* Mercy, 


[2] 


« mercy. Fax, if they abide not in un- 


« belief, they ſhall be again grafted into 


« the Olive Tree; for God is able to graft 
« them in again; and ſo all J/rae! ſhallibe 
ee ſaved (1), and become the ſons of God; 
« as they were before.” 1 

Here we may obſerve an amazing Regula- 
rity and Beauty. The Jeu . firſt 
choſen and favoured by God, in a peculiar 
manner; in order to ſtop the progreſs of Ido- 
latry, and enlighten the Gentiles; till they 
became incapable of carrying- on this deſign 
any farther, and killed the Prince of Life( 2). 
Did God then caſt-away his people? God 
forbid. No, he turned his favour to the 
Gentiles ; © he was found of Them that 
ſought him not: and made manifeſt unto 
Them that aſked not after him. (3)“ That, 
by the Mercy poured-down upon them, he 
might recall the Jews from their Apoſtaſy; 
and place them in their own Land, in. the 
ſame ſtate of Favour they had loſt ; and thus 
join together the whole world under one 
head, JesUus CHRIST; diſcovering the' fail- 
ings of both Jews and Gentiles, and mak- 
ing uſe of Each for the happineſs of the . 
Other; that by this means © he might have 


(1) Ro. xi. 25, &c. (2) Acts iii. 15. (3) Rom. 
X. Nl, ; 49. #2 | | 
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te met All ;” and the Bleſſings, pro- 
miſed 2 might extend, in 15 
Seed, to all the Families of the Earth. For, 
&« if the Caſting- away of the Jews was the 
« Reconciling of the World; what ſhall the 
e Receiving of them be, but Life from the 
« dead (1) ?” or, (as the fame kind of Ex- 
preſſion is uſed and explained by Ezra) « A 
* REVIVING, to ſet-up the houſe of 

-<« their God, and to repair the deſolations 
e thereof, and to give them a Wall in Ju- 
* dab, even in Jeruſalem (2). O the depth 
t of the riches both of the Wiſdom and 
© Knowledge of God ! how unſearchable 
t are His Judgments, and His Ways paſt 
« finding out!“ $ Lie 

I have now gone through, though in 4 
very imperfect and ſuperficial manner, a 
regular ſcries of the moſt remarkable Events 
that ever happened ; and ſhewn them to be 
parts of the great deſign of Providenee, to 
ſpread through the world the Knowledge 
of the Supreme Gop, and the Hiſtory of 


his Government over the affairs of men; 


in order to ere& and eſtabliſh, in his own 
time, the Kingdom of the Mxss1an ; and 


(1) Rom. xi. 15. Zun x rexpwy, 
(2) Ezra ix. g- Jurors ney Cworomow Tu vilwonm ug vo 
#1201 Tv Orv, c. Both theſe Expreſſions ſeem to refer 
to Exeliel's Vigion of the dry Bones, ch. xxxii. 
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ff. 
bring all good and virtuous Men to ever 


| laſting Happineſs ; in one glorious Society, 


under CaR1sT their Lord and King. 

In the purſuit of this deſign, we ſee the 
works of Providence are directed, from the 
beginning to the end, by one mercifal, com- 


prehenſive, regular, and conſiſtent Scheme; 


And the eſtabliſhing Nations, to promote this 
deſign; and deſtroying them, when their 
Sins were ripe for Deſtruction; and they 
no longer anſwered that pur poſe — and the 
raiſing up to public View the Nation of the 
Jews, for the benefit of the Gentiles, as a 
beacon on a hill, to diſpenſe light and truth 
through Egypt, Canaan, and the four great 
Monarchies ;— and, upon the Fall of the 
Jews, the Recovery of them to favour, in 
their turn, by means of the - mercy vouch- 
ſafed to the Gentiles ;—and ſo ordering the 
affairs of both, as to complete the general 
deſign for the good and benefit of the 
whole ;—are parts of the ſame Scheme ; 
and their Beauty conſiſts in their being wiſely 
adapted to their ſeveral Uſes, Times, and 
Seaſons. | 8 

If theſe things are fairly repreſented, they 
will furniſh us with a laſting Proof of the 


Truth of Chriſtianity. 


Each fingle Propheſy, with its Accom- 
pliſhment, in former days, was an Evidence 


of 


[74] 
of God's ſupreme Government ; and 
were all intended ſo to be. Thus ſaith the 
prophet Jaiab; Remember the former 
te things of old; for I am Gop, and there 
« js none elſe; I am Gop, and there is 
© none like me; declaring the End from 
te the Beginning; and from ancient times 
« the Things which are not done. I have 
* even from the beginning declared it to 
* Thee ; before it came to paſs, I ſhewed 
« it Thee: leaſt thou ſhould'ſt ſay, mine 
Idol hath done them, and my graven J- 
« mage, and my molten Image hath com- 
e manded them (1).” | 

But to Us Chriſtians theſe Propheſies are 
not only a proof of God's Providence in ge- 
neral ; but alſo of the truth of Chriſtianity 
in particular. And we have one great Ad- 
vantage over the Ancients, in this reſpect ; 
which ariſes merely from the diſtance of 
time in which we live; and that is, a re- 
gular Accompliſhment of a long Series of 
Propheſies; all tending to the ſame Event, 
and divided into diſtin periods of Time. 
This is an Evidence; which increaſeth upon 
us, the farther diſtant we are from the giving 
of the Propheſies; as the different periods 
of Time arrive, in which the Propheſies re- 
lating to them are fulfilled ; and will of itſelf 


(1) If. xlvi. 9, 10. xlviii. 5. 
be 


4 


JJ Gree a a MM co 


* 


© 


Batt ok. EEbar © 


- bk. 4 oO. Os } — - 


987 


be ſufficient to ſupport the truth of Chri- 
ſtianity to the End of Time. For every 


| new Accampliſhment in this Series will not 


only be a proof of the particular Propheſy, 
then accompliſhed ; but alſo of the whole 
connected Series: And there can be no Time 
for this Evidence to wear-out ; becauſe the 
Propheſies reach to the end of the world, 
and will always be renewed in their full 
force in every ſucceding period by ſome new 
Accompliſhment. "Theſe Reflections encou- 
rage us with care and diligence to examine 
into the many Propheſies, not yet fulfilled ; 
while at the ſame time they confirm us in 


the belief of thoſe, that are already accom- 


pliſhed. th 
But the chief Conſideration among Chri- 
ſtians is this; that theſe Propheſies, and great 
Events, are directed to bring- about the eternal 
Happineſs of all good men; and naturally 


lead us, if we have any ſenſe of gratitude, 


to the higheſt adoration of the ſupreme Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Goodneſs, and Power; and lay upon 
us the ſtrongeſt Obligation to endeavour 
after all moral Excellence ; That, when 
* the Son of Man ſhall come in the Glory 
* of his Father, with his mighty Angels, 
to be glorified in his Saints, and be ad- 
* mired of all them that believe; We alſq 
may appear with Him in Glory. 

ä NY I ſhould 
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Il T ſhould alſo hope; that theſe Obſervation 
may be of ſome uſe to the Deiſts : That 
when they conſider ſuch plain marks of 
Providence referred- to in the. Scriptures, 
tending to the Happineſs of all good men; 
they would reflect, that Chriſtianity is di- 
rected to a noble End and Purpoſe ; and, if 
it be true, is worthy of all Acceptation : 
That they would therefore examine the 
Prophefies themſelves, upon which the Truth 
of it is founded; For, if even the Fact, 
that are quoted in theſe few pages, be true; 
all the minute Objections, ariſing from the 
diſputes and differences among Chriſtians ; 
all the Difficulties, which procede from our 
Ignorance of languages and cuſtoms ; all 
the Uncertainties of various readings and in- 
terpolations ; in ſhort, all Objections that 
do not attack and overthrow the main Truths 
and Facts; will be entirely ſuperſeded. Al- 
low them their full force ; nay, all that the 
objecters would defire ; and they will be 
found, when compared, and ſet in the ſcale 
gun the actual Accompliſhment of Pro- 
pheſy, to be utterly weak and contemptible. 
Let the Deiſts moreover conſider; that 
the beſt and greateſt men among the Hea- 
thens had Hopes, that ſome ſuch ſcheme of 
Providence, as to the general Reſult, would 
be eſtabliſned; and, when they find the 
= $58” 
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Scriptures declare it to be true in Fact, and 
diſcover the Method by which it is to be 
executed; let them honeſtly conſider it with 
the ſame candour and patience, that they 
do the ſentiments and hopes of Virgil, Ch 
cero, and Socrates, already quoted, relating 
to the ſame point. For it is a ſtrange Par- 
tiality, to liſten to the Arguments of the Hea- 
| thens; when they endeavour to prove, that 
ſuch a ſcheme may be: and yet refuſe to 
examine the Proofs of the Chriſtians, that it 
actually is. SP 

Laſtly, let them reflect; that there is no 
man's Intereſt concerned in it, whether they 
believe or no; but merely their own : and 
that, inſtead of debaſing their ſentiments, 
or reſtraining their liberty, by the Chriſtian 
yoke ; they will refine their notions, add - 
life and ſpirit to their hopes, redeem them- 

ſelves from the ſlavery of Vice, and raiſe 
themſelves to Glory, and Honour and Im- 
mortality, . 
The laſt Reflection T ſhall indulge, from 
what has been here advanced, is in regard 
to Mankind as Individuals. 5 
There are Many, who ſeem to think they 
are doing God ſervice; by depreciating every 
thing in this World, that is worthy of ous 
Thanks ; and naturally productive of Love, 
and Gratitude to our Creator ; and repre- 
ſenting 
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ſenting human Life in fuch a diſmal light, 


as if the main drift of their Deſigns were to 


perſuade Men to Curſe God and Die. They 


fill weak minds with ſuch gloomy and ſuper. 


ſtitious Notions of God, as tend to make 
them unhappy while they live; and tempt | 


melancholy and violent tempers to ray 
Deſtruction of Life itſelf. But the Scri 


ture will relieve us from theſe Terrors. We 


ſhall there find Truth and Comfort ; and 


fee the whole fcheme of Providence, from 


the beginning to the end, to depend upon 
Benevolence and Love. 
If we conſider merely the Shortneſs of 


human Life, and the buſy Vanity, in which 


Mankind is here employed; we bewilder 
ourſelves unneceſſarily in a ſcene of inex- 
plicable Difficulty: and have reaſon to cry 
out, with the Pfalmiſt; « Remember, how 
« ſhort my Time is; wherefore haſt thou 


made all Men for nought * or, with the 


wiſe man; What profit hath a man of all 
& his labour, and of the vexation of his 
« heart, wherein he hath laboured under 


« the Sun?“ — But, if we raiſe our view a- 


bove this World, to that Kingdom, which 


the Ancient of Days hath delivered to the 
Son of Man; which ſhall never pafs away— 
A Kingdom, into which all good and vir- 
tuous men ſhall ariſe, and live for ever 


And 


* 
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And conſider, that our State of Trial here 
will be no longer; than merely to enable us 
to form a moral Character, and fit us for a 
Reward If we reflect; that, as every ge- 
neration hath its peculiar buſineſs, in rela- 
tion to the whole; ſo every private perſon 
hath, in relation to the particular generation 
in which he lives; and that his good beha- 
viour in that Station, in which he is placed, 
will gain him an eternal Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of IE sus CHRIST; when the whole 
Deſign of Providence with regard to this 
World ſhall be completed When a Man 
beholds all theſe beautiful Connections plain- 
ly declared to us in the Scriptures; he will 
then find Joy and Comfort in his Reflecti- 
ons, inſtead of Gloom and Terror; his Heart 
will overflow with Love and Gratitude to 
his Creator; and he will make Concluſions 
very different from what he did, before he 
enlarged his Views, and raiſed his Thoughts 
ſo high : That he is created for Immortality 
and Glory ; and though he is now in the 
firſt Period of his Exiſtence, where Afflicti- 
ons may be neceſſary to correct and improve 
him ; yet the Progreſs is already begun, the 
| Path already found and entered, that is to 
lead him on to Perfection: That human 
Life, however ſhort, is a noble and ineſti- 
mable Gift ; and well deſerves our Grati- 


tude 
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tude and Care; becauſe it ſerves to carry-on 
the great Deſigns of Providence, and bring 
all good and virtuous Men to eternal Hap- 
ineſs : And, in ſhort, that the ſupreme 
Ford and Governer of the World, « from 
< whomevery good and perfect Gift cometh 
« down, bath made all Things beautiful in 
« his Time;” and governs all Things to great 
and glorious Purpoſes. I know, faith the 
« wiſe Man; that, whatever God doeth, it 
* ſhall ſtand for ever ; nothing can be put 
* to it, nor taken from it; and God doeth 
« jt, that Men ſhould fear before Him.” 


FN 8 


Errata & ADbDENDA. 


P. 14. L. 14. read World; ſubſervient to this Deſign. 
19. — I. read irregular. 
21. — 20. a/ter trace- out, add in them. b 
22. — 14. dele the Comma after carry-on. 
29, 27. read ii Kings, v. 18. 
30. — 25. read i Kings xxii. 43. 
36. — 20. a Comma only after Cyaxares, 
9. — penult. n/ert (3) before Dan. 
7. — 24. fer ſtrip'd read ſtripp'd. 
| 28. read Mohammedanorum. 
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